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4. The manner of crushing the stone when scized. — Supposing 
that a hard stone of an inch or more in diameter is in the 
grasp of a lithotrite with the fenestrated blade—which, it will 
now be understood, is the only instrument with which it is safe 
to commence an attack on it,—the screw is to be gradually 
turned at first, to make the blades bite, since a sharp turn at 
this moment is likely to drive the stone out either right or left. 
As the power is increased, the resistance is felt to relax, some- 
times slowly, sometimes suddenly with a crack, and the stone 
is broken, usually into four or five large pieces besides some 
small débris. This being done, the male blade is again drawn 
out, taking care not to shift the situation or alter the axis of 
the lithotrite; the blades are merely turned to the right or 
left incline, and almost certainly one of the large fragments 
which fell to the floor of the bladder, and lie just beneath the 
extremity of the instrument, will be picked up, It is then 
desirable to raise slightly the blades and their contents from 
the floor, and then screw home as before, This process may 
be repeated two or three times, if the instrument is worked at 
the same spot and the patient maintains his position, since the 
area within which the larger fragments fall is very limited in 
extent, and remains unchanged if these conditions are complied 
with. There is no difficulty whatever in finding the fragments 
readily, provided the operator is content to work in the centre 
of the bladder, above its most depending par>, as determined 
by the position of the patient, and not to change the place 
either designedly or unwittingly. 

Having now broken up the stone, and crashed, say two or 
three times, the largest ts, enough has been done for 
the first sitting. At all events, the li ite should not re- 
main in the bladder more than three minutes, which is ample 
time to produce the result described. The patient should at 
once be warmly wrapped up, and a hot bottle put to his feet; 
while a hot napkin, or a flannel wrang out of boiling water, 

ied to the perineum and hypogastrium will have a soothing 

t, and diminish any wants to pass urine which may be 
present, and which it is well to discourage for a short time ; 
and he should rest quietly on a couch or on a bed adjacent. 
During the first twenty-four hours at least after the first sitting, 
with a stone of the kind described, the patient should pass his 
urine as he lies on his back; the large angular fragments are 
in this way prevented from being driven too forcibly against 
the neck of the bladder. It is because the fragments are 
sharper and rougher after the first fracture of the stone than 
after later sittings that it is desirable as a rule to take every 
precaution against irritation, local and general, after the first 
crushing or two, On no account should the bladder be injected 
or washed out after these sittings: first, because it is en this 
occasion ially desirable to avoid unnecessary irritation ; 
and, y, because, the primary 


you can remove it. Fragments too large to pass the urethra will 
remain behind, do what you may; fragments small enough to 
with some difficulty should be let alone at first, since if 


action into the neck of the bladder and urethra with violence ; 
on the other hand, if the bladder remains quiet they will pro- 
bably not pass, until, after a day or two's sojourn in the viscus, 
ir sharpest have been worn down a little, when 
may be trusted to find their own way safely through. 
meddlesome disposition is not less prejadicial here than in other 
departments of surgery. If crushing is properly practised, we 
shall act wisely in main'y committing to nature the task of 
removing the product. Over-haste, or undue anxiety to see or 
to display the results of our work, both tend to defeat the 
ultimate success of the operation. 

Sapposing that no signs of local irritation, and no bleedi 
or only a trace of it, have appeared, 
it is desirable very soon to deal with the fragments. After a 
period of from four to six days, according to circumstances, we 
should, unless the stone has proved so hard or so large as to 
require another application of the fenestrated instrument, com- 
mence the second sitting, by introducing an improved screw 
lithotrite with strong plain blades. of which the male is nar- 
rower than the female blade (Fig. 7), the urine being retained 
for an hour or an hour and a previously, as before advised, 
As the fragments are now large, and probably several in num- 
ber, simply opening and closing in the right or left incline, 
or in the horizontal, will almost certainly secure one at each 
attempt, and enable us to crush it into smaller fragments, 
making at the same time a fair proportion of fine detritus, a 
good deal of which may have become impacted between the 
blades of the lithotrite. Some of this may be withdrawn, but 
it is always desirable to diminish the quantity, as there can be 
no necessity to irritate the bladder or urethra by withdrawing 
the blades largely impacted. 

If it is clear, from the sensation acquired during the crash- 
ing, that this has been very effective, that mamerous small 
fragments have been made, and if the patient has exhibited no 
undue irritability or disposition to fever after the i 
sitting, an evacuating sound may be introduced, the bladder 
emptied, and about eight ounces of warm water rapidly thrown 
in while the patient is in the upright position, and wed to 
ran out instantly in a fall stream. Some amount of débria 
may be removed in this way; often, however, it is otherwise. 
Most commonly, indeed, main quantity does not come 
away until thirty six or forty-eight hours after the sitting, and 
then by the patient’s natural efforts in micturition. On the 
whole, too, it is the best way; and it is desirable to keep the 
patient chiefly in the recumbent position until the débris has 


Tt is quite possible to remove by the lithotrite, 

with used at this stage, or with called 
* the scoop,” a large proportion or even the whole of the cal- 
culous material, instead of allowi git to come away by the 
natural passage. It is a proceeding, however, not to be advised 
as a rule, and for the following reasons: First, nothing is gained 
by so removing it; all the débris which can be impacted be- 
tween the blades of an instrament, ee Soe eee 
or nearly so, can come away by the urethra quite easily with- 
out them. Secondly, the risk of over-distending and scratch- 
ing the urethra, together with the serious consequences which 
these accidents often entail, is increased by this proceeding. 
Unless the bladder fails altogether to expel the délris, and 
washing out by means of the evacuating sound proves inefficient, 
ich can very rarely happen, there is no occasion to introduce 
an instrument lly, and repeatedly withdraw it loaded 
with débris. Thirdly, the impaction of fragments in the urethra 
is subsequently much more likely to ensue if avy laceration of 
the canal has been occasioned by withdrawing débris. Indeed, 
troublesome im ion of fragments does not very often occur 
uoless the urethra has been previously injured in some way. 
Sir B. Brodie, no less than Civiale, has strongly expressed him- 
self in favour of this view. 

The succeeding sittings may usually follow at intervals of 
from five to seven days, unless difficulties have arisen ; and the 
kind of instrament employed must depend on the size of the 
fragments we have to deal with, and these of course will de- 
pend on the originel size and texture of the stone. If there 
are now any small fragments remaining in the bladder, but too 
large to pass—a condition always likely to be present after two 
or three crushings—it will be advisable to employ the lithotrite 
with a wide male blade, bat constructed in all other respects 
similarly to that last used. With such an instrament it is 
scarcely possible to fail of picking up small fragments on each 
time of opening and closing, and on each crushing these will be 
chiefly powdered by the action of its flat es; while not 


bladder is unduly irritated by repeated instrumentation for 
their removal, some of them will be driven by its involuntary 
0, 


onlv the right and left horizontal positions, but the reversed, 
incline, will be advantageously av. in its use. 
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Chloroform, — There is a point of some importance indirectly 
connected with the operation of lithotrity, on which difference 
of opinion exists, It is the use of chloroform during the sitting; 
and I shall very briefly consider how the co@dition of anws- 
thesia affects the operation, because it is quite evident from 
the manner in which the preference to perform lithotrity with- 
out chloroform has been viewed by some, that the grounds for 
that preference have been altogether misapprehended. 

First, be premised no why the 
patient not escape an in uneasiness 
which attends the oulis a stone, if’ he be nervous and 
susceptible. In these circumstances it is better possibly, on the 
whole, that he should be spared the excitement and the shock 
which might, in his temperament, be considerable. But the 
aap from lithotrity, properly performed, in a tolerably 

thy well-prepared patient, is really not much. It is 
uneasiness rather than pain, and as a sitting 1s rarely longer than 
three or four minutes, the demand on a patient’s fortitude is 
not very extensive, 

Now the only advantage in not employing chloroform with 
which I am acquainted may be thus explain There are cer- 
tain circumstances, over which we have no control, and of which 
we have little knowledge, that render calculous subjects much 
more sensitive on some days than others, Ordinarily the patient 
may bear the sitting without a murmur, and after it is over 
state that he has had little to complain of. But on commencing 
to perform it on another day, although the operator proceeds 
with the same care and facility as usual, the patient complains 
bitterly as soon as the lithotrite has en’ the bladder; its 
slightest movements aggravate the pain, and any attempt to 
proceed evidently causes him much suffering. In such circum- 
stances, Nature’s plain indication should be followed; the in- 

trument should be withdrawn at once, and the sitting post- 
poned to another day. If it be persisted with in spite of this 
‘warning, a rigor may follow, and some cystitis will probably be 
set up. It is needless to say, that had chloroform been taken 
in such a case, Nature’s voice must have remained silent, and 
the crushing would have taken place with questionable benefit, 
probably with risk, We do not know how or why this undue 
excitability was set up; no other signs might be present cau- 


tioning the operator to hold his hand that day; but the sign of 
hyper-sensibility is sufficient, and it is well if the operator has 


the opportunity of being timely warned by it. The condition 
thus described is, it may be admitted, not very frequently so 
marked as in the instance cited, but it is very often present in 
a less d . Bearing this in mind, it is always wise to 

any sitting. or at once desist, if manipulation becomes more 
than usually painful. np vor is always a sign, in these cases, 
of some evil which it is desirable to avoid; it suggests increased 
care, if possible, or a shorter term, and it is prudent to act in 
accordance with it. 

This is the benefit, and all the benefit, which I believe 
es to the case, in relation 
to this matter, must be ju its iar requirements. 

It will now be clear how nenbide the otetaga of con- 
sciousness during lithctrity have been overlooked by those who 
have regarded them as consisting in the operator's ability to 
ascertain, by his patient’s expression of suffering, when 
coats of the bladder are seized instead of the stone! Slender, 
indeed, must be the chance of that patient’s recovery whose 
consciousness is needed to impart such information to his sur- 

Such a reason for the non-use of chloroform has, I be- 
= never been assigned by those who think it advantageous 
to maintain the patient in a conscious state. 

Lithotrity in children must be dealt with briefly. Lithotrity 
can be applied to patients of any age; but there are some diffi- 
culties in its employment in the cases of children which those 
of adults do not generally present. Regarding lithotrity in 
the abstract, without reference to age, Jet us call to mind what 
are the first conditions to success. First, a fairly capacious 
urethra, Secondly, a bladder displaying moderate tonicity, but 
not over-irritable. Now neither of these two conditions exists 
in children, and their absence is the source of most of the diffi- 
culties in question. Thus, the urethra of the child—say from 
three to seven or eight years—is exceedingly small, and it is 
during this period of life that half the cases below puberty occur. 
To attack a stone at this age, it is, therefore, necessary to em- 
ploy a very small lithotrite. Hence none but very small stones 
are amenable to its action, unless the sittings are very nume- 
rous; because in a slender lithotrite the blades must neces- 
sarily be short, otherwise they are liable to break, and short 
blades are incompetent to grasp any but small masses. If used 
to break down piecemeal a stone of three-quarters of an inch 
in diameter or more, the time consumed is considerable. Hence, 


in Paris, where only lithotrity has been largely employed for 
children, ten, twelve, or more sittings are common, and each 
sitting requires from twice to three times the duration of that 
in the adult, from circumstances next to be alluded to. A case 
is on record there of a child, nine years old, who, in the most 
able hands, was the subject of no less than seventy sittin 
Next, the pyriform shape of the bladder, and its situation in 
the abdomen rather than in the pelvis, are unfavourable. The 
area for operating is less fixed than in the adult. There is no 
spot where the stone may almost certainly be found; no de- 
pression behind the prostate gland. Besides, the viscus is often 
much distended and capacious, Hence some extra expenditure 
of time in seeking the stone. The form and situation of the 
bladder also favour the determination of fragments to the neck 
when the patient is recumbent in the ordinary position. The 
organ is extremely excitable, contracting vi and con- 
tinuously with very slight irritation. Hence it is difficult to 
rpose of o paction of 


cases, 
If it is decided to 


plently of demulcent drink, a little opiate, and a warm bath if 
much straining follows. 

In a case of my own in the Sears Si 
I found a small stone, and it therefore at a single sit- 
ting, the patient doing well. Such a result must be 
as asimpler and safer proceeding probably than lithotomy ; but 
where three or four sittings are necessary, the advantage of litho- 
trity appears to be very doubtful. Boys from nine to thirteen 
are somewhat more promising subjects; but in them the same 
Gaeae see al in a somewhat less marked 


Dr. Guersant, of Paris, Surgeon to the Children’s Hospital, 
kere twenty-one cases of children on whom he practised 
lithotrity; of which six died, ‘‘two,” he states, “ 

ration, and four from intercurrent diseases.” Besides these, 
ree others were subsequently cut. It is always to be remem- 
bered, that lithotomy following lithotrity, is a very 
unpromising operation. Every one of the three di It need 
hardly be added, that English lithotomy affords results incom- 
parably better than these. 


ON THE 
WINTER MARCH OF TROOPS FROM NOVA 
SCOTIA TO CANADA IN 1861-62. 


By H. CHALMERS MILES, R.A., L.R.C.P. Ep.; 
IN MEDICAL CHARGER OF BATTERIES, 7TH BRIGADB, B.A. 


IL. 

Concerve a dark, dreary morn, with just a streak of day- 
light in a dull, leaden sky, with the snow descending in heavy 
wet flakes; before you a long row (thirty or more) of rough- 
looking, unshapely trucks, with ong, wide, wooden runners 
on either side; put upon these trucks four deal seats; place 
two men in each seat, with their blanket-sacks drawn over 
their feet and legs, the extra blanket over the head and sboul- 
ders, and the remainder of the body concealed by buffalo robes; 
realize to yourself that they are generally shapeless objects, as 
they sit huddled together, a long cloud redolent of bad tobacco 
steaming above them; notice that to each rude vehicle, with 
its queer freight, is fastened a pair of large, raw-boned, ill- 
conditioned horses, and that the wild-looking object mafiled 
in fars is the ‘‘ teamster;” imagine that every man in each of 


ments in the urethra readily takes place after the stone has been 
crashed, It is common to encounter much difficalty from this 
cause, obstinate retention not unfrequently resulting, which has 
sometimes to be relieved by cutting down on the fragment, and 
removing it through the perineum. 

Lastly, F ay patients possess none of that self-command 
which so often conduces to the success of the proceeding in the 
adult; and chloroform must always be employed in their 
| a in any given case, the urethra 
should be dilated on three or Kh te previously ; the 
pelvis should be well elevated ; the lithotrite of Charritre, with 
plain blades, is the best for the purpose ; and if the stone, when 
caught, proves to be no larger than a pea, it should be efficiently 
crushed at a single sitting, care being taken to pulverize it 
thoroughly. Provided it is thus small, the proceeding is gene- 
rally successful. The child should be contined to bed, have 
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those thirty tracks has put on every possible article of warm 
clothing in his possession,—and you will have before you a 
very tolerable idea of the sort of scene represented as our party 
started in sleighs from St. John. If the morning had been less 
dismal and cheerless, the whole pictare would have been ludi- 
crous enough, as the men, ‘‘ clothed to their very eyes,”— 
notwithstanding the solace which an unlimited supply of 
tobacco afforded,—looked so speechlessly miserable, that you 
would not have thought they represented (as a newspaper 
grandiloquently termed them) the ‘‘elect of the nation.” 
About two feet or more of snow covered the ground, and as 
we moved off by the sound of the bugle, the baggage sleighs in 
front, the men’s sleighs in line one after the other, and the 
sleigh with the officersin the rear, it is probable that the colamn 
stretched over three quarters of a mile. As day fairly dawned, 
and we left the town behind us, the road lay over a wide bay, 
stretching for some eight miles, and which formed the mouth 
of the river St. John; and here, as we got on the broad surface 
of the frozen waters, the wind became so high, and the snow 
fell so heavily, yet so wildly, that we had, in technical lan- 
guage, to ‘‘ creep our way,” the drifts of snow becoming every 
moment more formidable, and our track, as we looked back, 
disappearing as soon as we had 

The distance we were directed to accomplish in this be 
march was thirty miles, each body of sleighs being provided 
with large wooden shovels (technically called ‘‘ snow-shovels”), 
in the event of our coming to any part of the road which might 
be rendered impassable through snow drifts. Somewhere about 


one and two p.m., and got to the station at which we 
for the night between five and six in the evening. The men 
then had their tea on arrival, and sat about smoking, and 
cooking their next day's rations, till the bugle sounded tattoo 
(or turn into bed) at eight p.m. At every midday halting-place, 
each man was able to purchase for less than 2d. a pint of hot 
coffee, besides possibly many other articles, 

Late in the evening we arrived at Petersville, the termina- 
tion of our journey; and at this place there was a ‘‘ troop hut.” 
The hut was a long, rather low building, with raised platforms 


There was an interval of four feet between the of the 
platforms, and in this space two large stoves were p the 
i i ied along the ceiling and ont at a large openin 

in the roof. Each platform was covered thronghont its len 

by thick fir-boughs (the most delicious things possible for men 
to sleep on, and worth all the straw mattresses in all the bar- 
racks in the world); and at one end, half detached, and sunk 
three feet in the ground, was a small cooking hut; at the 
other, a door for entrance and egress. The hut was, I fancy, 
between eighty-five and ninety feet long, and intended to ac- 


commodate about ninety or more men. A few a 
from the large hut was an arbour of fir-boughs, affording shelter 
and convenience to the t in formance of ** 


purposes.” On a little hill, two hundred yards above the 
troop hut, was a small Jog hut, designed for the accommodation 
of officers. 

day, if I give here a list of the stations we stopped at for the 
night, with the distances travelled in each journey :— 

In New Brunswick. 


i 
8 


Dumfrieze to Woodstock on 
Woodstock to Florenceville ... 
Florenceviiue to Tobique 


Grand Falls to Little Falls... 
In Canada East. 
Little Falls to Fort Ingall miles. 


$B 


Fort Ingall to the Rividre de Loup ... 


My outline of the first day’s march, with its accompanying 
aervationy will show the sort of daily routine adopted 


the state of the roads, and the distances which we had to 
travel. The authorities called in the aid of civil contractors 
to sleigh the troops through from St. John to the Rivitre de 
Loup; and notwithstanding current stories of the enormous 
sums which the agents were gaining by the contract, the 
amount actually paid for each soldier per mile only came to 2d. 
sterling—the price charged by every railway in the United 
Kingdom for the conveyance of troops, Two enterprising firms 
undertook the safe transport of ‘‘ men and stores ;” one firm 
penities sleighs and horses from St. John to Woodstock, and 
rom Little Falls to the Rivitre de Loup—the other under- 
taking the intermediate distance. 

Concerning the so-called ‘‘ roads” of New Brunswick, and 
the sort of scenery we passed through, it may be desirable to 
add a few words. In the first four marches—viz., from the 
city of St. John to Woodstock —the road, with the exception 
of an occasional break, is almost monotonous in its sameness, 
A steady succession of hill and intervale, with now and then a 
wind of the track, as you come to some wider valley or climb 
a steeper hill; otherwise a long tiresome plain of glistening 
snow. By the wayside some poor cottages, here and there 
large patches of burnt forest-land, and before you nothing but 
an ill-kept, heavy waggon-road, through which you plough 
along at a pace varying from two and a half to four miles an 
hour. Towards Fredericton, as you journey along the 
banks of the river St. John, the approach to the town is 
wide poplar and spaci pathways; but as you quit 
that clean and pretty-looking town, the scenery, po sens a 
little wilder than at the early part of the road, affords generally 
no feature of interest, From Woodstock to Tobique you come 
into good hunting ground, and amid the “ vast barrens” and 
wooded u moose in large nambers abound. After 
Tobique, and as the Grand Falls are approached, the travelling 

more tedious, as the roads are very heavy with snow, 
and the succession of long and steep hills is constant, The 
Grand Falls of the river, as the waters seethe down between 
erevices of ice and rock, with the broad expanse of pure snow 
behind, and the dark troubled waters below, look terribly 
beautifal amid the stiliness of the winter sunset, which fades 
so rapidly that it is dark before we can turn towards quarters, 
On the next day’s journey, as we near Little Falls, we come 
amid French settlements, the road being deceptively winding, 
but moderately level. On leaving this station, and proceeding 
along the bank of the Madawaska river, we reach the boundary 
line between New Brunswick and Canada, the spot being 
marked by a small black pillar, and by a wide path cut down 
the hill-side on to the road. 

Immediately we pass the boundary, the character of the road 
alters; indeed the contrast is so sudden as to be almost 
ridiculous, New Brunswick, persistent to her irregularly- 
made, badly kept-up snow-track,—all through the province, 
from the outskirts of St. John to the extremity of her confine, — 
has a tiresome, ill-cared-for, tumble-down sleigh-path. When 
you cross to the neighbouring country, you are at once on a 
broad road of snow, level and smooth as the well-kept approach 
of an English park. However, the distances (as will be 
observed) are much greater than in the earlier stages, the time 
occupied in the day’s journey being about the same. 

Now, the number of troops sent daily from St. John by the 
route I have so far attempted to describe was 160 men, with 
“their accoutrements and all baggage;” and to insure the 
authorities being kept well informed of the lle condition 
of the roads, and of the manner in which the troops accom- 

i the journey, the officer commanding each party was 

so soon as the day’s march was completed, to 
telegraph back the state of the road, the hour at which the 
party had arrived, and whether any casualty had happened 
during the day, 

During the last two days of the journey by slei we had 
to perform seventy-nine measured miles, and with the most 
pitiable cattle I ever had the misfortune to see used. Theroad 
was wide and well kept, but a heavy wind, with drift, had 


just after sundown, on the following day, we marched into the 
Riviere de 
All along from the bou point to the railway depét the 
road is meted off by mile-posts, and though ‘‘ hope was often 
deferred,” as we counted wrong numbers, sometimes in the 
lare of the sunlight, but more often in the dusky eve, his 
‘heart could not be sick” who knew that the end of the long 
march was at hand. Late in the afternoon of Saturday, the 
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8th, as we had just surmounted a ly hill, a turn of the 
road showed us the edges of the far horizon dyed with a broad 
purple blush, and the sun, half hid in a bank of dark clouds, 
‘was tinting the tops of the tall pines with resplendent rays, 
making them gleam like the pillars of a golden canopy. But 
nearer to us we noticed the outline of a long chain of hills, and 
caught a moment’s glimpse of little white houses clustered 
amid the trees ; and soon descending into the valley we sped 
for some miles along a straight, rough road, past small clearings 
and beside r farms, past rows of houses and bustling 

ts, till all at once in the dim twilight we could see the 
se 7 of the St. Lawrence ; and, dark and sullen though 
they looked, the men gave a wild cheer, and hurraed to their 
hearts’ content, till we arrived at the barracks, which are a 
little beyond the town. 

What was the sort of weather we experienced on the march ? 
and what the average degree of temperature ? 

In the Bay of Fundys—a day’s sail from Halifax—stormy 
weather overtook us; and though we reached the harbour of 
St. John without casualty, snow storms and strong winds fol- 
lowed us on shore. At the early part of the land journey, we 
had a heavy fall of snow, with drift, and a rather moist, 
unsettled weather; but after passin redericton, we were 
cheered with bright and intensely cold days. From Tobique 
to Grand Falls the weather was beautifully fine and dry, though 
the glare of the sun’s rays, reflected from the polished, glisten- 
ing surface of the virgin snow, was positively painful, so much 
so that our eyes became weak and very intolerant of the intense 
white light, which continued for so many hours of the day, As 
we approached Little Falls, however, the sky became overcast, 
and the atmosphere impressed us with a humid, raw feeling, of 
a singularly disagreeable kind ; indeed, during the continnance 
of this weather, the men looked chilled, benumbed, and in some 
measure depressed, On the confines of Canada, the moist, 
raw cold and dull sky almost disappeared; but a still further 
change of weather was at hand, and very soon the snow 
to fall in long, dry flakes, which continued until we 
Fort - Uur march was luckily on a fine, cold, dry 
day, an i 
had closed in. 

The temperature during the journey—taking into calculation 
only those hours during which we were directly exposed to the 

air, viz, between seven a.M. and six P.M.—varied from 
below zero, Fahr., (which was the lowest degree of cold we 
felt,) to 22° above zero, or 10° below freezing point. The lowest 
of cold noted occurred between seven and nine A.M. ; 

the highest degree of heat between one and two P.M., when the 
thermometer was more or less exposed tothe sun. These state- 
ments are necessarily of the roughest. The lowest amount of 
cold must be understood to have been in the shade, and the 
The thermometer used 


wed | single death has been induced thereby ; and thus 


part of the day (and more or less unavoidably exposed to the 
sun’s rays), it reached 10° to 12° above zero. On a few occa- 
sions 22° sbove zero was reached between the hours of one 
and three in the afternoon; but generally the d of 
temperature were about what are here stated. During the 
night and in the early morning the thermometer has been as 
low as 38° below zero; but we experienced no more severe 
cold than 32° below zero during the hours we were actually 


eying. 
effect of cold on the troops? Moist cold, even when 
10° or 12° below zero, made them suffer a good deal, as 
through any amount of clothing; and the only 
to avoid frost-bite is to = all very heavy clothes, 
ran for a mile or two beside sleighs. Dry cold, as low 
as 25° or 30° below zero, is not felt acutely painful, provided 
there is no wind ; though the feeting of cold may be intense, 
and you have to shift your position, and keep hands and feet 
alternately in motion, to prevent being frost-bitten. Your 
hair, moustache, eyebrows, and edges of eyelids all get white 
with frost; while men who enjoy prodigious hirsute appendages 
look wonderful objects, as huge icicles start pendant from any 
inent feature. When there is wind, the thermometer 
may be high (say 10° or 15° above zero), but if there be 
moisture in the air, the suffering from cold becomes extreme. 
If the weather be dry but windy, the men do not seriously 


suffer. H 
It will thus be understood that mere dry, still cold, however 


we reached the station of Rivitre de Loup as evening | farmhouse, 


intense, is not productive of so much suffering, nor 80 likely to 
be dangerous in its effects, as either a less cold tem 

with strong winds blowing, or a temperature hones naa 
warm (for any de above zero is warm by comparison in 
climate during winter) with a humid condition of atmosphere, 
The only case of frost-bite which occurred during the journey 
amongst the men ander my ch was on a day when the 
thermometer was 15° below zero, What produced this? Why 
the man got some water spilt over his foot before he started in 
the sleigh, and though he felt his stocking wet, he put his mo- 


” 


tion in it; and after we had been about two hours on the road, 
“word was passed down” to my sleigh that the man was frost- 
bitten. There was some difficulty in establishing complete re- 
action, but no ultimate ill result luckily followed, and the 
gunner is now with me, and doing duty with the battery. 

The distribution of the officers of the medical staff, and the 
arrangements to afford professional aid to the troops, i 
event of any casualty or serious illness, are worthy i 
detail. All along the road from St. John to the Rivitre 
Loup, at every station at which troops would 
night, a staff medical officer was located. Of 

imenta] sur, accompanied 


. gi 
were thus relieved of all anxiety, as, if any casualty ha 
during the day on the 2 4 sebcime 
was reached, that 


hen the “* 


should not continue the journey) would be comfortably situated, 
and tended with every care; while on recovery he would be 
sent forward with the first party of troops which passed through. 
Each staff doctor was provided with medicines, medical com- 
forts, and all necessary appliances, and had power to place any 
sick soldiers (left by the surgeons of corps for treatment) in any 
or other comfortable migh 

select. 

I speak on 


been adopted in any campaign in any country. Indeed, it isa 
remarkable and astounding fact, that thousands of British 
troops, at the rate of 160 or more a day, have been during 
several weeks marched steadily on from the sea-board of New 
Brunswick to the frontier of Canada, over a wide frozen desert 
of snow extending for more than 319 statute miles; yet during 
the whole of that journey, and amidst the throng of brave men 
who have passed in all weathers over these di Sa 

not to lament over the sad spectacle of her ‘‘ warrior sons” 
leaving their bones to bleach and crumble amid the ice-clad 
hills. 


[Note.—The remainder of the journey from the Rivitre de 
has, therefore, t unnecessary to descri e - 
ties with which the troops reached their several destinations 
either in Canada East or West, the whole interest to the pro- 
fession being obviously concentrated on that portion of the 
land route which was traversed by means of sleighs. ] 

St. Helen’s, Montreal, Canada East, March, 1862. 


Deata or Esq., M.R.C.S.—This 
gentleman, whose demise we announced last week, was one of 
the duties of which office he disc to great satis- 
faction of the authorities of that institution. The lamented 
deceased had just returned from a ee the Holy 
Land with a distinguished nobleman, when symptoms of 
phthisis exhibited ee and ae he was 
u to , he settling down in practice, 
whieh he aatianed until the day preceding his decease. On 
retiring to rest he was observed to look unusually ill, and 
about two o'clock his sisters and servants were aroused by him, 
when, on entering his chamber, they were alarmed by enormous 
hem from his lungs, which in a few minutes proved 
fatal. Mr, Wyatt leaves a circle of friends to deplore the 
loss of an amiable and i surgeon, 


became cold, and soon felt numb, and finally he lost all sensa- 
| daily march ; but the object of the staff officers being detached 
at each station was to enabie the regimental medical man to 
| leave any urgent case behind under military medical care, and 
be able at the same time, with perfect satisfaction, to continue 
individual opinion; but | do think that these arrangements, so 
clear, so simple, yet so theroughly effective as they have been 
proved to be, reflect the highest credit on a 
and originated them; and in my own experience I lect no 
instance of recent days in which measures more complete have 
was one of Messrs, Negretti and Zambra’s self-registering in- 
struments. Apologizing for’this very unscientific account of 
the variations of temperature on the march, I may be per 
mitted perhaps to add, that the thermometer usually sho 
26° below zero at starting (say at eight a.m.); that at about 
’ ten a.m. it had risen to from 8° to 10° below, whilst in the warm 
+ 
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GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


POISONING BY HALF AN OUNCE OF ARSENIC; DEATH ; 
ECCHYMOSED SPOTS IN THE INTERIOR OF THE 
HEART. 


(Under the care of Dr. W1Lks.) 


Tue following case well illustrates the fact that in arsenical 
poisoning the lining membrane of the heart occasionally becomes 
ecchymosed in spots and patches, a peculiarity which Dr. Wilks 
and others have remarked in all the cases that have come under 
their notice. Dr, Taylor, in his manual on Poisons, mentions 
that of the various morbid appearances said to have been met 
with in the langs, heart, brain, and urinary organs, in cases of 
poisoning by arsenic, these spots do not appear tobe characteristic 
of arsenical poisoning. The stomach and bowels are the chief 
parts affected ; but we think that for the future it would be 
advisable to examine the lining membrane of the heart in all 
cases, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the ecchymosis 
noticed in the following case may not be present in others, It 
must not be overlooked that sometimes very few or no morbid 

are found after death from arsenical poisoning. If 
it can be proved that endocardiac ecchymosis is present in 
cases of poisoning by other substances besides arsenic, then it 
becomes a feature of no significance per se. Many years ago, 
Orfila and Godard drew attention especially to this appearance 
in the heart. The poison in the present instance was taken 
for a wager during a drunken fit on Christmas Eve last. 

William S—, thirty-six, was admitted into Job ward 
on the 25th of December, 1861, about five o’clock, under Dr. 

e the usual symptoms, vomitin rging, in 
the abdomen, &c. "The purging, toss 
his admission. He died in twelve hours, 

Autopsy, six hours after death.—The body was that of a 
strong, muscular, healthy man, The lungs were congested, 
with one or two purpuric on the surface. The blood was 
= fluid on both sides of the heart. The valves were healthy. 

endocardium of the left ventricle was ecchymosed to a 

t extent. About half of the surface was thus affected. 
was a large purple patch on the septum, another close 
beneath the mitral valve, and the muscular columns of valves 


no air, but lay together in a mass wherever placed. The serous 
surface was not perfectly glistening, hut slightly o 
felt sticky to the touch ; also a little s*cretion could 

The i 


yloric end, whilst at the cardiac there was scarcely a 
trace of redness, At this end, one or two promineut 
were of a red colour, and this was the only indication of in- 
flammation. At the pyloric end, however, the surface was of 


of lymph or inspissated mucus, in which some arsenic was en- 

Thesmall intestine was rathercontracted, the walls soft, 
and of a pinkish colour externally; the mucous membrane in- 
ternally was mostly white, and had a sodden appearance. A 
very large quantity of mucus was found covering the surface, 


colon was 
ably contracted, only barely admitting the point of the entero 
tome; it was also quite empty, and showed no trace of inflam- 
mation in any part, Numerous white specks were seen in the 
intestinal contents; but they were not gritty, and thus doubt- 
fully arsenic, The other viscera were healthy. 


ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 


TWO CASES OF POISONING BY FUNGI, TREATED BY 
ENEMATA OF STRONG COFFEE; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Dr. O’Coxyor.) 

Iv this country accidents arising from eating poisonous mush- 
rooms are more rare than on the continent, because, as Dr. 
Christison mentions in his work ‘‘On Poisons,” the epicure’s 
catalogue of mushrooms contains only three species, whose cha- 
racters are too distinct to be mistaken by a person of ordinary 
skill; whilst abroad a great variety find their way to the table, 
including many doubtful and even actually poisonous species. 

In the two following cases, the symptoms were alarming at 
one time in the first, associated with extreme dilatation of the 
pupil, thus simulating poisoning by belladonna, A recovery 
ensued after the use of enemata of strong coffee, frequently 
given, which arrested the vomiting and other symptoms, 

E. B——,, a boy seven years of age, was taken to the Royal 
Free Hospital late in the afternoon of the 12th of October last, 
by his parents, who were in t alarm at his condition. He 
was in a state of collapse, completely insensible ; there was 
constant retching; the pupils were very much dilated; and he 
was almost pulseless, e account given by the parents was 
that, some hours before, the boy with his brother went into the 
Regent’s Park for amusement, and on his returning home he 
appeared as if silly, unable to give any account of himself, and 
he tumbled about the room. his brother it was learned 
that he had eaten some berries, and from the description given 
of them, as well as from the symptoms, it was supposed that 
the buy had partaken of the berries of belladonna, An emetic 
of sulphate of zinc was immediately administered by Mr. Hill, 
the house-surgeon, which acted promptly; but there was nothing 
brought up to lead to the discovery of the cause of the sym 
toms. The symptoms rapidly increased in severity; the pu 
were enormously dilated; and the sickness of the stomach 
could not be controlled. In this state Dr. O'Connor saw him, 
and, remedies having been used to control the sickness and 
arrest the still greater degree of collapse into which the patient 
was sinking, but without avail, he di three ounces of 
very strong warm coffee to be used as an enema every fifteen 
minutes, After the administration of the second enema the 
vomiting was less, the pulse more perceptible, and the patient 
prover 3 improved. In the course of the night the sickness 
had altogether ceased, but there was great prostration, to re- 
lieve which diffusible stimulants, as camphor and ammonia, 
were administered. The boy from this time p' well, 
and on the 15th he left the hospital pletely reco’ 

In about an hour after the subject of the above history was 
trought to the hospital his brother arrived, in whom similar 
symptoms were being developed. He had with him a small 
bag in which were a number of fangi known as “‘ toad-stools,” 
of which, he said, he and his brother had partaken, believing 
them to be mushrooms ; but his brother had eaten more freely 
of them than he had. An emetic of sulphate of zinc was im- 
mediately administered to him, and after a time he left the 


rage: | hospital with his parents. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 
TWO CASES OF ACUTE ALCOHOLIC POISONING IN A 
HIGH DEGREE; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Dr, Wittsnire.) 
Cast 1.—C., C——, aged sixty-five, a porter occupied at 
night-houses, was on Monday, Jan. 13th, brought into the 
hospital by the police in the following condition: Comatose ; 


1862, Tae Lancer,] LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. (Marca 29, 1862. 395 
kely to and in many parts firmly adherent, so that it was not capable 
erature of being washed off by an ordinary stream of water. At vari- 
rages d ous places the mucous membrane was of a bright-red colour ; 
in and here, no doubt, the arsenic had stopped in its course. The 
sphere. end of the ileum was much contracted, and the mucous mem- 
nage brane in folds. The solitary glands were not visible, ané 
en 
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were themselves spotted. The abdomen presented on its peri | 
toneal aspect a slight rosy tint, especially noticeable on the | 
small intestines, These were not distended, as they contained | 
like yelk of egg. Tha mucous surface was most acutely inflamed | 
a deep-red colour, uniformly so as far as the valve. In t 
midst of this red was a white patch, partly adberent. 
This at first ceuat the a portion of sloughy mucons mem- | 
brane, but on closer examination it appeared to be merely a mass | 


826 Tae Lancer,) 


ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


29, 1862. 


quite collapsed; pupils dilated and insensible to light; the 
surface of the body pale and cold; the pulse scarcely to be 
felt; breathing oppressed, but not stertorous; quite unable to 
swallow, and ies very strongly of gin. 

Mr. Travers, the house-surgeon, employed the stomach-pump, 
and removed by it a pint of clear liquid, which smelt.as if it 
was pure gin. After this, by Dr. Willshire’s orders, strong 
coffee was injected into the stomach, and a turpentize and 
castor oil enema administered. Warmth was applied to the 
surface by hot blankets and bottles of hot water. The bowels 
were freely acted upon by the enema, and the patient became 
conscious about seven o’cluck the same evening. The next day 
he was ordered a diuretic mixture of bicarbonate of and 
tincture of squills in compound decoction of broomtops, which 
he took for two days, after which, for reasons unconnected with 
ay —* car of ammonia mixture was to 

en. 


The patient subsequently stated that he was induced by two 
gentlemen (7) frequenting the night-house where he was em- 
ployed, to drink out of tumblers one pint and a half of a mix- 
ture of raw gin and brandy in the space of twenty minutes. 
He did ——re, consciousness for ten or fifteen minutes, and 
left the public-house, dropping down senseless on his way 
home. He had been in the habit of drinking for forty years, 
and said he could manage as much as a pint of spirit in the course 
of the day without getting drunk. Had never suffered from 
delirium tremens. 


), and the stertorous. He was 
stomach-pump was and a pint and a half of 


employed, 
dark fluid drawn off, having the odour of almost pure gin. 
Strong coffee was afterwards injected into the stomach, the 
temples were dry-cu and counter-irritation applied to the 
soles of the feet. Under this treatment the pulse rose and the 
surface of the body became warm. Dr. Willshire, upon seeing 
him, ordered a strong infusion of tea to be thrown into 
the stomach, and an enema of turpentine and castor oil to be 
administered ; ty the latter free action was obtained upon the 
bowels and consciousness restored. About six o’clock in the 


beg: 
eight or half-past a.m.; after which he could 
never suffered from delirium tremens. 


The next day (Saturday) he left the hospital, experiencing 
no ill effect from his orgie beyond feeling a little nervous. 
In some cli ations made by Dr. Willsbire 


isted, as Dr. Percy some years back pointed out, a particular 
i i ween ‘‘spirit” and brain-matter; and, 


secondly, that it perverted the constitution of the general 
nutritive fluid of the body by arresting tissue-change, and in- 

enormously the fatty matter in the blood. Speaking 
quede. the first action is seen in what may be termed acute 


= os analogous in many respects to that of narcotic agents 


The 
whose cases they had so recently witnemed-ovineed 


grade of acute alcoholism, but, luckily for themselves, up to a 
certain point only; but there was much reason to believe that 
if prompt treatment had not been had recourse to, a fatal issue 
in each case would have ensued. What that treatment had 
been, they knew, and he believed he might recommend it 
to them for future adoption in their own ice, In such 
cases the stomach must be emptied, and strong coffee (café noir) 
afterwards thrown into it, Strong green tea also is a very use- 
ful agent. Derivation should be produced at the other end of 
the body opposite to the brain through the means of a strong 
enema, As soon as the patient can swallow, he should bo 
ordered diuretics, in order to hasten the elimination of any re- 
“Wee Piedobted for the above Mr. Edw. Chandler, 
e are i report to Mr. ' 
clinical clerk. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
POISONING BY OPIUM AND GIN; FATAL RESULT. 


Tue notes of the following ease were furnished by Mr. W. B. 
Slayter, late house-surgeon to the hospital :— 

A woman was brought to the hospital, in April last, under 
the following circumstances:—It was stated her friends, 
that she had been in the habit of drinking a good deal. About 
six o'clock p.m, they found her in the wa'ercloset, when she 
stated she had taken one shilling’s worth of landanum. me | 
immediately sent to a chemist, who gave them a sulphate-of- 
copper powder, and told them to come back in two hours if the 
powder did not act, About three hours after this she became 
insensible; and at ten o’clock p.m., or four hours after finding 
her, they brought her to the hospital. When seen by Mr. 
Slayter she was perfectly insensible, and could not be roused ; 
the skin was cold and clammy; face very pale; lips livid; 

ils contracted to about the size of a pin’s head ; the breath- 
ing at times stertorous; involuntary passage of urine and freces; 
pulse scarcely to be felt ; the breath smelt of gin. The 
pump was immediately used, when a quantity of fluid, smelling 
strongly of alcohol, was drawn off. Ammonia, coffee. turpen- 
tine enemata, mustard poultices, and all the usual remedies 
were tried, but in vain, and she died just fifteen minutes after 

~~ four hours after death.—On the 

Autopsy, twenty four removing 
congested, , a8 well as the cerebro-spinal flaid emi 
a strong odour of alcohol. The stomach also was greatly con- 

thy. 

Had the patient been seen at first by a medical i 
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FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON WITH AN ACCOUNT 
OF A NEW OPERATION FOR THE RESTORATION OF MOTION 
WHEN ARTICULAR INFLAMMATION HAS RESULTED IN SYNOS- 
TOSIS. 

BY BERNARD E. BRODHURST, ESQ., F.R.C 8S, 
ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO THE ROYAL ORTHOPADIC HOSPITAL. 


was a continuation heey ten published in 


| 
Case 2.—J. S——,, aged twenty-six, cabman, was brought 
into the hospital on Friday, Jan. 24th, about ten a.m., when 
Mr. Travers, the house-surgeon, found him in the following 
state :—Totally insensible, pulseless, with the surface cold, the | 
countenance ; the contracted (but afterwards | 
evening of the day of his admission he may be said to have 
first ‘‘ come to himself again.” 
On being afterwards questioned, he stated that he was in- 
duced to drink a quart, good measure, of raw gin, in order to 
d finished about 
not recollect any- 
ten years, he had 
| above cases, he remarked to the class that alcohol acted in 
a two-fold deleterious manner upon the system. It acted asa 
direct nervine toxic agent or poison to the brain ; for there ex- 
> second 11 COhropic aicobolisi, ul W mig } 
be called episole of acute alcoholism may eoour in the course 
of chronic alcoholism, as when delirium tremens supervenes in 
several forms and grades hetween the gradual production of | vol. ®1. of th 
— hilarity and the sudden supervention of deep coma, from | to make that communication more complete by adding some 
i Se When a large dose of a | observations on bony anchylosis, and on anchylosis occurring 
strong alcoholic fiuid is received into an empty stomach, it will | after dislocation. Bony anchylosis, he remarked, was 
sometimes kill at once, apparently from a sudden powerful im- | especially in young persons. When, however, it contionalD 
pression made upon the pneumogastric, and death will follow | great inconvenience, as when it occurred at the hip, or when 
as quickly as from a heavy blow upon the epigastrium, or from | the limb was fixed at an inconvenient angle, motion might be 
a stroke of lightning. In other cases, soul ahaunaie of the | restored by cutting through the bone, and making a false joint; 
and he contended that this should be done as near to the seat 
low of the re 
pon the nervous centres. Deep unconsciousness supervenes, | free action of the muscles. details of a case of bony anchy- 
calorification is diminished, and death results from the suspen- | losis of the hip were given, where the neck of the thigh-bone 
: ' was divided, and a false joint was established. This operation 
had on no former occasion been performed. The case was seen 
with Dr. Brown, of Brighton, and was as follows :— , 


A b -five of began to suffer from 
young lady, twenty - years of age, 


hip-joint disease was six years old. Abscesses formed, 
and at length bony anchylosis ensued, the limb being fixed in 
such a position that the foot remained five inches away from 
the ground when the patient stood erect. The sole of her boot 
to move about on crutches, in consequence great 
discomfort, and of her desire to obtain some motion at the hip, 
it was determined to divide the neck of the thigh-bone, to 
remove the necrosed portions of bone, and to form a false joint. 
The operation was commenced by making an incision two and 
a half inches in length, which commen one inch and a half 
above the great trochanter, aud which was carried downwards 
and outwards to the outer side of the trochanter itself. The 
upper portion of the incision was extended upwards and inwards 
for two and a half inches, until it fell into a supparating sinus 
immediately below Poupart’s ligament. The of the femur 
was sawn through, and the sharp edges of the bone were re- 
moved, as well as the necrosed bone from the acetabulum. The 
half of the wound healed by the first intention, and in 
the. healed. At this time the patient 
had some power of flexion and extension, Passive motion was 
employed, both to prevent osseous union and to give shape to 
the new head. In six weeks an instr t was adapted to the 
limb, with which the foot could be firmly planted on the ground, 
The soles of the right and the left boot were at this time of the 
same thickness. ree months after the operation she could 
bear considerable weight upon the foot; she could sit comfort- 
ably in a chair, and could walk, using the joint, but still sup- 
ported by crutches, 
Also the details of the following case, which, as well as the 
former, was seen with Dr. Brown, of Brighton, were given :— 
In September, 1860, a midshipman, falling from the main- 
rigging on to the deck of the vessel, dislocated the femur on to 
the dorsum ilii. Various attempts were made to reduce the 
bone, which were unsu until the fourth attempt was 
made, three months after the accident. The head of the bone 
was then returned to the cotyloid cavity, and the limb was 
kept motionless so long that it became anchylosed, in which con- 
dition the patient was seen by the author, thirteen months 
having elapsed since the accident occurred, and ten months 
since the restoration of the head of the bone. The thigh at the 
hip was immovable; the heel was two and a half in from 
the ground; the foot was everted; the limb was wasted. The 
— could only move with sticks or other support. It was 
ined to rupture the adhesions and to endeavour to i 
motion. Under the influence of chloroform they yielded ily. 
There was no pain after the operation, so that it was unneces- 
sary to administer an opiate. Considerable voluntary _— 
was soon gained; it was found, however, that the adductor 
longus muscle, being retracted, controlled unduly the motions 
of the limb. Its roo, fe was, therefore, divided subcutaneously, 
and the entire range of motion was then restored. After four 
months the patient could bring his heel firmly to the ground; 
he could move the limb in every direction, and he could walk 
a a of five miles without resting, and without subsequent 
or fatigue. 


the foot did not reach the ground by four or five inches, could 
ph operation have been made so long that the patient was 

to stand upright with both feet flat on the ground. He 
presumed that the femur was bent at a considerable angle; but 


tion by sawi 


position of the limb was nearly extended, but in 


consequence 
of the efforts of the patient to walk, the pelvis had been mach 
The li however, was a little everted, and was about 

the ground. It was most inconvenient; the 

woes Fog neither sit nor walk without cratches. He con- 
that ion; it was very 


it was a very desirable 


desirable in the case of the ham; although it 
argue that because it was successful in the case of the hip joint 
it would necessarily be so in that of the ham also. 

Mr. GowLLanD said that some years Dr. Little advised, 
case of ab the hip, the licsb i 


had anchylosed, the arm being s*raight, 
humerus jast above the elbow joint, with a very 

Mr. Hotrnovuse said that at the Smyrna Hospital he 
formed a eimilar tion in a case like that of Mr. Lee, 
the result was so far good in respect to altered position 
the patient could feed himself; bat no motion could be 
tained, all attempts to procure it setting up inflammation. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 


publish “Transactions,” of which the first volume had already 
been distributed. The orator then reviewed in chronological 
order the different papers which had been brought before the 
Society during the session, adding to this review a few critical 
remarks. This homage paid to the labours of the Society, the 
author mentioned the latest novelties which had made their 
appearance in the medical world, and having finished this 
survey, he concluded in these words :—‘‘ The medical press 


press, who 
now, in the decline of life, is seeking health in a distant island, 
To his efforts, through a series of years, we owe important 
reforms, which have swept away much that was unjust towards 
the great budy of the profession. Allow me, then, from this place 
to express a wish that Mr. Wakley may regain strength enough 
to return, and live to a goodly old age amongst his friends, And 
now, Sir, after reviewing the im ts introduced in the 
practice of medicine, permit me to inquire whether any improve+ 
ments are desirable ing the fulfilment of our duties 
towards one another. Liberal and generous conduct amongst 
medical men is often met with ; but we are, after all, but weak 
human creatures, and must expect to see imperfections peering 
forth here and there. We may strive, however, to carry out 
the Christian rule of loving our neighbours, and I do not see 
why we should not among such neighbours select for especial 
love our professional brethren. Let us shun ill-will and jea- 
raged amongst medical men’? The distrast 
fine opportunities given to the detractors of medicine. 1 there- 
fore take the liberty of urging upon us all, forbearance towards 
one another, and indalgence for those who, though honourable 
in every t, fall into some error of jadgment. Let union, 
let a kind of freemasonry and unflinching esprit de corps 


standings amongst medical men more and more rare, and bring 
hands that have long been strangers to each other to a sinoare 
good English grasp.’ 

whose name we suppress, as we have not suthority to make it 


co 

“My paz De Mearc,—I moch regret I was unable to attend your Oration 

on Satarday; the more so, us, from the good maxims inculeated a 

to 
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tee | consideration whether this method of treatment might not be 
a 
ve that 
al issue 
ent had 
vend it 
In such angle, that the ne shoal sawn throug at 
fé noir) | parents would not consent to the operation. 
7 | Mr. Bropuurst said that in his patient there was as yet no 
end of | lateral motion, but be hoped that in time he should get this, 
) strong | The limb was properly supported, and bore the body well. 
muld bo | Mr. . Lee stated that in one case in which the elbow-joint 
any re- the 
andler, per- 
and 
that 
ob- 
Ur. 
. W. BL 
, under Tue following is a brief abstract of Mr. de Méric’s eloquent 
friends, ‘*Oration,” delivered at the anniversary meeting of the above 
About Society on the 8th instant :— 
nen she Mr. pe Méric sketched the progress of the Society since the 
row | last annual meeting; alluded to the Fellows who had departed 
hate-of- this life; and dwelt on the advantages to be derived from dis- 
s tf the | cussion. He congratulated the Society on having begun to 
finding 
by Mr. 
roused ; 
s livid; 
breath- 
freces ; 
melling | deserves our thanks for the assistance it affords us in diffusing 
turpen- medical knowledge; for the noble manner in which it defends 
‘medies our interests; for the generous aid it gives to the weak against 
es after the strong; and the high standard of professional honour it 
. strives to uphold amongst medical men. And here, Sir, permit 
ing the 
tly con- 
erfectly 
| 
ee! Mr. Hottuouse did not understand how the limb, which 
before the operation was so much shorter than the other that 
= 4 
e 
ng 0 ace uluth) 
considerably shorter than its fellow. 
» Mr. Bropuurst said that the bone was —. cut across, | amongst us. us shall we not again be grieved by nosoco 
and no part of it removed, the result being a false joint. The | disputes, and those wild accusations and personal differences 
which are far removed from the dictates of Christianity and 
professional brotherhood. Happy would I consider myself if 
these words of and good will were to render misunder- 
aAsion 
eamly per , and the result was 
said that he could confirm Mr. Brod- 
s opinion that firm anchylosis at the hip-joint was rare, 
while imperfect motion was common, He considered that Mr. 
Brodhurst had acted on a good principle in endeavouring to 
make a aoe principle that was acted on in 
ch th of has restored us to I may mention that he spoke as 
anchylosis influenced by what to this 
at the ham at a very inconvenient angle. 1t would be worth =" « [remais, my dear De Maric. yours faithfally, eee™s 
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Tue minutes of the previous meeting were read and con- 
firmed. Several new members were elected, and others were 


proposed. 
LARGE ENCYSTED CALCULUS. 


Mr. H. Lee ted this case. The calculus was felt 
before the sound arrived in the bladder, on two or three occa- 
sions in the hospital. On cutting him in the median line, a | 
impacted and immovable, and could not gras the 
forceps ; portions were broken off, and at length were removed | 
p Poet scoop, altogether weighing nearly four ounces, composed 

cerates with some phosphates, He died three or four days 
afterwards. At the post-mortem examination the bladder was 
found to be sacculated; at its neck was a large cavity, evi- 
dently formed by an enormously dilated prostatic urethra ; 
both this and the bladder appeared to have been filled with 


INTUSSUSCEPTION ; RECOVERY ; SUBSEQUENT DEATH. 


Dr. Hare had the opportunity of showing how nature re- | 
paired the mischief reterred to, as death did not occur until | 
three months after the intussusception had taken place. On 
the fourteenth day of the attack she passed several inches of 
the small intestine ; her condition was extremely low at this | 
time. She gradually improved with stimulants and opium, 
and made a fair recovery, but three months afterwards sank a | 
victim to tubercular disease of the lung. At the post-mortem | 
examination, it appeared that the portion of small intestine 
came away fifteen inches above the caput coli, and the cicatrix 
‘was a mere line, so perfectly was it formed; there was pucker- 
ing around. 


Dr. Haruey exhibited a specimen of 
COMPLETE OBSTRUCTION TO THE BILE AND PANCREATIC DUCTS. 


The case was one of great obscurity. The patient, a gentle- 
man fifty years of age, had, up to fourteen or sixteen months 
before his death, been very healthy. He then became yellow, 
and this yellowness increased to actual jaundice. At the early 
part of this illness the gall-bladder was not only to be felt, but 
‘was actually visible under the false ribs. After an attack of 
purging of what was called bile, this swelling suddenly disap- 
Pp and was never again visible. There was no tumour; 
it at this stage of the disease one eminent physician believed 

it to be organic disease of the pancreas or liver. The stools 
were clay-coloured; and except this and the jaundice there 
were no symptoms of biliary calculus. Dr. Harley saw him 
first in October last. The patient was then passing fatty matter 
jr which fatty matter was at first supposed to be from 
bile; but, on examination, it turned out to be a fish-oil— 
cod-liver oil modified, nothing being left but margaric and 
stearic acids, It was then supposed that there was a page 
of the pancreatic duct. In the urine was found the biliary 
acids as well as the colouring-matter of the bile, and the dia- 
| re accordingly was obstruction both of the pancreatic and 
bile ducts, Fourteen days later there was tenderness over 

the region of the liver. The urine was several times examined, 
and, on one occasion, was found to contain tyrosine and leucine. 
As Frerichs stated that these substances are found in cases of 
contracted liver, Dr. Harley requested Mr. Prance to examine 
this patient again, and the report being that the liver was get- 
ting smaller, they saw the patient together, and made a careful 
examination of the n. Another point of interest in the 
case was that the urine, which was constantly examined, was 
free from albumen, The uric acid wae in small quantity only, 
which favoured the idea of there being no malignant disease of 
the liver. There was passed in the day twenty-seven grammes 
of urea, which showed that the digestion was good; but gra- 
dually the urea diminished, and at length only fifteen grammes 
were found in it. Three weeks before death sugar appeared in 
the urine, and this was looked upon as a bad omen, as Dr. 
Harley had, in other cases of chronic disease, found sugar in 
the urine a little time before death. After death the urine was 
found highly saccharine. At the autopsy it was ascertained that 
the gall bladder was much enlarged, and was filled witl tarry, 
viscid bile. The cystic duct was much dilated, and the com- 
mon bile duct was at least two inches in breadth. The liver 
was small and dense, and bile oozed out of it in every direc- 


. communicating wi 


scarcely any 


larged, and on section a quantity of flowed out. There 
Was as dilatation of the pancrentic duct as of the bile 
ducts. On opening the duodenum, there was found a sinus 
an abscess in the head of the pancreas, 
The tumour of the pancreas was inflammatory only. In the 
kidneys were found abscesses, and the structure which was left 
was extremely fatty. On examining the urine after d 
bumen was discovered. Dr. Harley said that this 
was a most instructive case, as it showed how valuable an ad- 
junct chemistry was to the other methods of diagnosis in dis- 
ease of the abdominal organs, 


Dr. Gres exhibited for Dr. M‘Oscar a specimen of 
PRIMARY EPITHELIAL CANCER OF THE LARYNX 


communicating with an abscess in the neck, taken from a man 
aged forty-three, whose laryngeal symptoms dated twelve 
months back, with complete aphonia for four months. A swell- 

formed in the neck at the left side of the thyroid cartilage, 


i which, from its size, nearly produced suffocation on two occa- 


sions, This was opened, and half a pint of pus flowed out, 
The opening was found to communicate with the 

Death ensued after an attack of pleuro- pneumonia, The 
autopsy showed a cancerous state of the left half of the thyroid 
and cricoid cartilages and of the upper three or four rings of 
the trachea at their inner surface, with a fistulous opening at 
the posterior part of the left side of the crico-thyroid mem- 
brane, which led into the sac of the abscess in the neck. The 
trachea and larynx were compressed laterally by a bronchocele, 
which had the physical appearances of colloid disease. The 
left ascending corner of the thyroid cartilage was absent, sup- 
— to be ital. Dr. Gibb found the disease in the 
arynx to be epithelial cancer, and had no doubt that it had 
primarily commenced in it. The pharynx was healthy. 


amd of Books 


A Treatise on the Physiological Anatomy of the Lun 
James N. Hee MD. Charchill 
In this monograph Dr. Heale sets forth the results of his 
long and minute inquiries into the structure of the lung. He 
differs in many respects from the established views taught by 
anatomical writers of authority. Thus he controverts the so- 
styled dichotomous division of the bronchi, asserting that the 
division of the bronchial tubes is strictly that of a panicle, and 
herein he is justified by his numerous dissections and careful 
drawings. He describes and figures the terminal bronchial 
tubes as ending not in ‘‘trefoil,” with connected alveoli, (such 
as Dr, Waters recently described,) but as splitting up into 
certain minute branches, which, as they differ from the ulti- 
mate pulmonary tissue and the true bronchial tubes, he calls, 
for the sake of distinction, ‘*‘ pedicals.” Dr. Heale here gives 
his full reasons for stating that the bronchial arteries do not 
supply the mucous membrane at all, and that they do not com- 
municate with the pulmonary arteries or veins. This state- 
ment he wakes in the most positive manner, and supports it 
by elaborate, numerous, and beautifully executed drawings of 
minute injections. It must not, however, be omitted to state 
that Dr. Waters has given a directly opposite description, sup- 
porting our received views. It is strange that so decided an 
opposition should exist between two thorough workers upon a 
matter of fact which both have investigated with considerable 
care. It is difficult, however, to suppose that there is not 
some source of fallacy in Dr. Heale’s injections, which are here 
figured and described. For the injections made by the former 
anatomist distinctly show that not only does a communication 
exist between the bronchial arteries and the pulmonary veins, but 
that the mucous membrane may be injected through the bron- 
chial arteries. The existence of so complete a conflict of evi- 
dence upon a question of material fact shows how difficult it is 
to observe, since two sincere men may thus arrive at precisely 
opposite conclusions, of which only one can be correct, At 
present it must be said that the minute anatomy of the lung is 


tion, After death distinct crystals of tyrosine and cystine 
were detected in the liver. The head of the pancreas was en- 


involved in rather greater obscurity than it was before these 
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two observers devoted themselves to its study. Here is a field 

for fresh inquiry for any of the young anatomists of our 

Paleontology; or a Systematic Summary of Extinct Animals, and 
their Geological Relations. By Ricuarp Owen, F.R.S., 
Superintendent of the Natural History Department of the 
British Museum. Second Edition. Edinburgh: A. & C. 

WHEN we reviewed the First Edition of this important work, 
we mentioned that it supplied a want long felt upon the special 
subject of which it treats; and this has been so well appre- 
ciated by the public that a Second Kdition was very soon 
called for. In the present volume much new matter has been 
added, some portions have been omitted, and a fault which we 
were disposed to find on a former occasion has been rectified by 
giving in the index the literal meaning of the technical terms 
employed throughout the work. So intimately associated 
are the beings of the past with those that exist at present, that 
the naturalist would be at sea without some such guide to aid 
him in connecting the links of the two together; and although 
the book professes to be only a systematic summary of extinct 
animals, it is a great deal more, for the author, in some parts, 
has gone very fully into the subject. 

The student in natural history or in geology, the inquiring 
medical man, the divine, and, in fine, anyone with the slightest 
pretension to science, should possess Professor Owen's work on 
“* Paleontology” for careful study and frequent reference, 


Confessions of an English Opium-Eater. By Tuomas DE 
Quincey. Carefully Revised by the Author, and greatly 
Enlarged. Edinburgh: A. & C. Black. 

Ir is remarkable that the writings of a man so justly cele- 
brated as De Quincey should be comparatively little known to 
the general reader. This is probably owing to the fact that 
hitherto his works have never been published in a collected 
form. With a view of placing the complete works of De 
Quincey before the public, this, the first complete edition of 
his writings, has been initiated. We think the publishers have 
acted wisely in commencing the series with his remarkable 
**Confessions.” There is a fascination about these which at 
once stamps their author as one of the most gifted of English 
writers. ‘The series is to be composed of fourteen volumes, to 
be published monthly, at the very moderate price of 4s. 6d. a 
volume, The getting-up of the work is highly creditable to 
the publishers, The present volume contains a well-executed 
portrait of the author. 


The Year book of Facts in Science and Art. By Joux Tras, 
F.S.A. London: Lockwood. 

For some years past Mr. Timbs’ Year-book has enjoyed de- 
served popularity. It is a concise bat complete record of all 
the facts connected with science and art which are worthy of 
being recorded, The volume for 1862 fully maintains the cha- 
racter of its predecessors, It contains a very good likeness, 
accompanied by a biographical sketch, of Mr. Wm. Fairbairn, 
C.E. Is there not some mistake in the illustration of the 
building for the Great International Exhibition of 1862? We 
fail to discern in the picture presented to us the colossal domes 
which form so prominent a feature in the building of South 
Kensington, 


DR. LIONEL BEALE’S LECTURES AT THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

{y his fourth lecture, Dr. Beale described the arrangement 
of the ducts as they ramified in the portal canals. Numerous 
specimens, illustrating the arrangement of the saccular ap- 
pendages of the ducts, were passed round. The curious aber- 


rant ducts, which establish communications between all the 
large ducts and their branches in the transverse fissure of the 
liver, were described. Dr. Beale adduced many arguments 
against the view generally entertained upon the function of the 
saccular appendages of the ducts—that they are connected with 
the formation of the mucus of the bile. In those animals in 
which few saccular a are met with, the bile contains 
as much mucus as it does in those possessing a great many 
append to the ducts. Dr. Beale regards these peculiar 
diverticula as little cavities in which the bile becomes inspis- 
sated, and probably altered, by the action of the arterial blood 
circulating in the arteries around the ducts. In the thick- 
walled ducts the bile is brought into close relation to the vessels 
external to the duct without the strength of its coats bei 

impaired. They serve, in fact, the office of little gall-bladders. 

The distribution of the lymphatics in the c:psule was fully 
described, and several injections, showing their arrangement im 
the portal canals, were passed round. Every portal canal con- 
tains a network of lymphatic vessels around the ramifications 
of the vein, artery, and duct. 

The stracture and relations of Glisson’s capsule were then 
considered. The capsule of the liver of the sheep and of some 
of the larger animals contained some well-marked fibrous 
tissue, forming interlacing flattened bands, resembling the 
structure of ordinary fascia, This well-defined fibrous tissue is 
not present in the capsule of the livers of small animals, and in 
those cases in which it exists there is always a certain quanti 
of a less definite form of fibrous tissue beneath it. It is 
indefinite connective tissue of which the capsule of the liver is 
mainly composed, and which, entering the liver at the trans- 
verse fissure, ramifies in close relation with the larger vessels 
in the portal canals. Kiernan’s description of Glisson’s capsule 
is true with regard to its arrangement in the pig, where each 
lobule is enclosed in a fibrous capsule of its own ; but it does 
not apply to the human liver or to the liver of vertebrate ani- 
mals generally. In these there is no trace of Glisson’s capsule 
(connective tissue) between the lobules or in the smallest 
canals, The lobules are continuous with each other in the in- 
tervals between the points at which the vein, artery, and duct 
reach the circumferential part of each imperfectly circumscribed 
lobule, The smaller branches of the vein, artery, and duct, 
when empty, and pressed and stretched, always appear fibrous; 
and even empty capillary vessels exhibit, under the same cir- 
cumstances, the appearance of fibrous tissue, especially if exa- 
mined in water. e indefinite connective tissue, that is un- 
doubtedly present in the canals of the adult liver, is 
found in much Jess quantity in that of the child, and at an 
early period of development there is not a trace. Hence it can- 
not serve as a “‘supporting structure,” for it is absent at the 
time when the tissues are most soft, and therefore most in need 
of support, It results from changes effected in the vessels, 
ducts, and nerves. It is the débris of structure which was in 
a state of functional activity at an earlier period of life. Im- 
portant structures may waste and leave connective tissue, 
‘Thus the large quantity of this so-called connective tissue pre- 
sent between the shrivelled lobules in ** cirrhosis” once formed 
a part of the lobules, and in it the remains of the secreting 
structure and numerous vessels may be demonstrated without 
difficulty, as shown in a specimen which was passed 
The tissue, which is often considered to consist of fibrous tissue 
only, contains ducts, arteries, veins, and lymphatics, which 
may be demonstrated by special processes uf preparation. 
Specimens of the capsule, showing t structures imbedded 
in its substance, were exhibited. 


Cuaemicat Socrery.—At a late meeting a paper was 
read by Dr, Hence Jones, ‘On the Simultaneous Varia- 
tions in the amounts of Hippuric and Uric Acids excreted in 
healthy Human Urine.” For estimating the hippuric acid the 
author employed Liebig’s of evaporation, precipitation 
with bydrochloric acid, and exhaustion of the precipitate with 
ether. The uriv acid was estimated in the residue of the pre- 
cipitate. The average of three daily experiments upon the 
urine of one patient showed an excretion of 4-9 grains, and 
that of four daily experiments upon the urine of another patient 
6°5 grains of hippuric acid per diem. A long series of experi- 
ments was made to ascertain the variations in the amounts of 
hippuric and uric acids caused by repletion. The average 
result was, that 1000 cubic centimetres (1°7 pints) of urine 
passed before food contained 4°5 grains of hippuric acid and 
60 grains of uric acid ; while 1000 cubic centimetres passed 
pe ale contained 5°9 grains of hippuric acid and 9 4 grains 

uric 
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Ir has been questioned by great philosophical lawyers whe- 
ther a protracted practice at the bar is not a bad training for 
the bench. The habit of er-parte pleading—the constant 
stretch of every faculty to detect the weak points of an oppo- 
nent’s case, and to distort fact and argument to serve the 
purpose of the moment—must, if long indulged, to some extent 
warp the perceptive powers and blunt the judicial sense. 
Great lawyers have indeed been known who have felt it 
altogether uncongenial to their lofty sense of right to practise 
at the bar. At any rate, it may fairly be questioned whether 
it is expedient to make a judge of a man who has daring more 
than thirty years been moulding his thoughts and training his 
powers to acquire the peculiar talents of a successful advocate. 
No one doubts the greatness of the abilities of the Lord Chan- 
cellor. But there must be few thoughtful men who have not 
been shocked at the recent displays of rancour approaching to 
malevolence, and of the importation of old personal and pro- 
fessional jealousies, which have distinguished speeches from 
the woolsack, whence we look for words of wisdom and 
moderation. Lord Wrsrsury would certainly have made a 
more temperate if not a more able Chancellor had this object 
of his ambition been achieved twenty years earlier in his 
career. As it is, a certain taint of partisanship seems to leaven 
all his legislative measures, and a bitter tone of insult marks 
the language in which he submits them to his compeers. His new 
Lunacy Bill is a remarkable instance. In his speeches on this 
measure he has exhibited an amount of prejudice against a 
profession, not less learned and certainly not less truth-seeking 
than his own, that seems scarcely credible in the son of a phy- 
sician, and in a man who directs the proceedings of the most 
august and deliberative body in the kingdom. 

The Lord Chancellor, in his Bill for Reforming the Conduct 
of Lunacy Commissions, proposes to substitute ‘* common 
sense” for skilled sense as the basis of evidence touching the 
existence of insanity. The value of common sense cannot be 
too highly estimated. To it, as a standard, everything must 
in the end be more or less subjected. It is par excellence the 
juryman’s faculty. It is, however, a very indefinite and a very 
irresponsible quality; it determines by impulse, or at best by 
intuition. An appeal to common sense is often little better 
than an appeal to Chaos. Everybody thinks his particular 
opinion the embodiment of common sense. Hence it is that 
people in the serious business of life distrust their common 
sense, and seek the skilled guidance of physicians, lawyers, 
architects, engineers, chemists, or sailors. And of all the 
mistakes in life, few are apt to be so disastrous as that of 
following common sense instead of the doctor in important 
questions of health. And this is the mistake the Lord Chan- 
cellor makes. He reasons in this way: ‘Is it indispensable 
** that persons should have studied in the schools of medicine, 
“listened to lectures, and walked the hospitals, in order to 
“*form a conclusion whether a man was or was not a lunatic? 
“Yet by the existing law that was the very absurdity com- 


‘*mitted. Men were denied the power of forming a moral 
‘judgment as to a fact upon which every man of rational 
** judgment was competent to form an opinion.” 

To a certain extent it may be true that any man is a com- 
petent judge as to sanity or insanity. In the marked forms of 
mania or of imbecility, the evidence may be clear to the most 
careless observer; and, although even in such cases there will 
always be points upon which prudence and humanity will dic- 
tate the necessity of taking a medical opinion, the Master in 
Lunacy or a common jury will suffice to settle the bare question 
of lunacy. But as an instance of the inadequacy of ‘‘ common 
sense” in even the most palpable cases, it is but necessary to 
remind those who most confide in it that common sense cannot 
be trusted in the very important question of the event or 
future progress of the disease. For example: it is proposed to 
get a maniac declared a lunatic, and incapable of managing 
himself or his affairs, It may be an exceedingly proper and 
desirable proceeding. But would it be so if it were probable 
that this maniac was only suffering under a temporary cerebral 
disorder which would be cured in a few months? Yet what 
man of common sense will venture to decide this point ? Skilled 
witnesses must be called in; and the Lord Chancellor's argu- 
ment is gone. For here is a confession, a proof, that insanity 
is strictly and truly a subject of skilled professional study; and 
if so to the extent of enabling one man better than another to 
foretell the progress and termination of a case, the presumption 
surely is just that the physician does know more of the nature 
and symptoms of insanity than those who are only struck by 
the most obvious external manifestations. 

If we take the opposite case of latent or concealed insanity, 
in which the greater part of a person’s conduct may be governed 
by some overruling delusion, but whose general behaviour may 
exhibit, to the ordinary observer, nothing of the character of 
insanity, the danger of deciding without medical evidence is 
not less serious. It would not be difficult to draw up a con- 
siderable list of cases of persons charged for criminal offences, 
in which juries and lawyers, groping in the obscurity of com- 
mon sense, have seen no sign of insanity; but who, being 
rescued from capital punishment, on medical testimony, have 
at a later period given unmistakable evidences of madness, 
That these cases are not more numerous is accounted for by 
the fact that, common sense prevailing, the manifestation of 
lunacy has been anticipated by hanging the lunatic. 

Since, then, the common sense of mankind has determined, 
in opposition to the dictum of the Lord Chancellor, to consult 
the physician upon every point involving the treatment and 
prognostication of insanity, it must be the climax of absurdity 
to attempt to dispense with his advice in the primary questions 
of the existence and peculiarities of that condition. No doubt 
the Chancellor and Lord Suarressury may be able from their 
experience to quote an olla podrida of answers given by me- 
dical men, which, taken apart from context or explanation, 
may sound ridiculous and absurd. Bat it is surely something 
worse than unfair to base upon exceptional absurdities an 
argument for denouncing scientific evidence altogether. Great 
lawyers and statesmen occasionally, like Homer, nod. The 
Lord Chancellor in this very matter has committed himself to 
a transcendant absurdity, by attempting to impose upon juries 
the impossible task of deciding upon what the law defines as a 
strictly medical question without the aid of medical skill. 
What is the verdict in a Commission of Lunacy? and what 
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the conditions upen which it must be founded ? “The subject 
of the inquiry must be declared, firstly, to be of unsound mind— 
that is, as Master WARREN expressly defined it in the recent 
case of Mr, Wixpuam, “‘ that there is a morbid condition of 
mind;” and the second term, which affirms that he is incapable 
of managing himself and his affairs, is simply a declaratory 
sequitur upon the first, having no independent value. 

Here, then, is the logical order of ideas upon which the law 
itself is founded, utterly at variance with the procedure advo- 
cated by the Lord Chancellor. And this salutary condition it 
will be impossible to preserve without medical aid. For surely 
common sense, if taught that insanity is not the result of dis- 
ease, will deduce unsoundness of mind from incapacity to 
manage affairs, thus reversing the true order of reasoning, and 
substitutifig the vaguest uncertainty and confusion for a definite 
and steady rule of action. Whether he succeed in carrying 
his Bill or no, he will surely be defeated in the execution of it 
by the overwhelming law of reason and necessity. Medical 
evidence will as surely as heretofore be appealed to in courts of 
justice. If it be restricted by any other influence than the dis- 
cretion of opposing counsel, to that extent will the danger of 
shutting out important evidence and of arriving at an erroneous 
conclusion increase. As for any effect which Lord Wrstsury's 
ill-considered clause will have in diminishing the costs of com- 
missions in lunacy, this very case of Mr. WixpuaM, under the 
pressure of which this measure has been concocted, sufficiently 
illustrates that point. The limitation of costs is a question de- 
termined in no degree by medical evidence, but entirely by the 
extent of the alleged lunatic’s estate, and the moderation of those 
gentlemen who may be said to pave the law-courts with oyster- 
shells, The inquiry before the Master lasted thirty-two days; 
and yet after the verdict many more days were spent before 
the Lords Justices by counsel alone in reiterating their argu 
ments—of course to the further consumption of the molluscous 
client. Nor are the proceedings at anend. Felbrigg, indeed, 
is gone; but Hanworth remains. 

Again : in this very case, the jury were divided. Common 
sense was baffled by the observation of the alleged lunatic. 
Seven jurymen at least thought him insane. 


Ir is painfal to have to record another instance of the 
illiberal and short-sighted system of management adopted by 
the Belfast Board of Guardiana, Upon a recent occasion, as 
upon the one not long since referred to by us, a Mr. TamrNey 
was the gentleman to whom the medical profession stood chiefly 
indebted for more sneers and abuse than it befits us further to 
notice, Suffice it to say, then, that the result of them was, 
that the person mentioned succeeded in haviag the medical 
staff of the ‘* house” reduced to one resident and one visiting 
physician. By this procedure, the paltry sum of £100 per 
annum might be saved—so, at least, it was supposed—to the 
Union; this £100 being exactly one halfpenny per head for 
every payer of poor-rates in Belfast. Being thus far successful, 
Mr. Termsgy next endeavoured to get the number of medical 
officers for the town districts lessened from six to three. The 
accomplishment of this, said the poor man’s friend so sapiently 
and philanthropically, “‘ would be a boon to the sick paupers, 
“as more attention would be paid to their wants, these three 
“gentlemen being required to give more of their attention to 
“‘their business. ...... These dispensary situations were gene- 


“pally held to be touts for practice.” Such a disgraceful 
attempt, however, was at once put down by a member of the 
Board, who rose indignant at the aspersions east by Mr. 
TrrmrNey upon the medical officers of the Union. To quote 
the report in the Belfast News :— 

«Mr. Greer must protest against any individual using such 
language about respectable men. 

“* Mr. Temmvzy.—Oh, hold your tongue, and go to the land 
of common tense, where you are not often. 

** Cuarrman,—This language must not be used. 

“Mr, Grazr. — Mr. Chairman, if you allow this gorilla 
(laughter) to proceed in this manner, some other course will 
have to be adopted towards him, and I would not be very long 
about it, 

“Mr. Apams begged to second Mr. Teirney’s motion. The 
town could be well attended to by three men who would de- 
vote their entire time to it. 

“ Mr. Terrngy.—lIf it was only to do away with the pre- 
scriptions and cough-drops, it would do a vast good, and be 
the means of saving lives. 

“The Cuamman said such remarks were totally uncalled 
for.” 

After some further discussion, Mr. Ternngy’s motion was 
put, and we are happy to say was lost, as it deserved to be; 
and we cannot believe that the ratepayers have rightly con- 
sidered the question involved in the reduction of the medical 
staff of the house ; or, if they have, that they will sanction 
the proceedings of their self-styled “economical” guardians, 
As the editor of the Belfast News properly observes, there is a 
sensible economy which may be carried out with advantage in 
every departmen: of a great establishment, and a mischievous 
economy that is worse in the end than lavish waste. What 
that of the Belfast guardians will turn out to be it does not 
require much acumen to discover. If two medical men are 
required to do the work of three, why one-third of the work 
must be left undone or hurried over. The sickness that was 
merely a “chill” this week becomes a fever next week from 
the want of attention; and the case that was a trifle to-day 
becomez from neglect serious to-morrow, perhaps causing the 
sacrifice of the stay of a whole family. The result to the Union 
being. ‘n these and analogous circumstances too well known in 
the ‘‘ Annals of our Parish”—that a widow and half a dozen 
orphans are thrown on the rates for support, which consequence 
might have been prevented by a little timely medical succour. 
The Belfast Board of Guardians are evidently not the men of 
Goshen. 


Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis,” 


THE SPIRIT-RAPPING IMPOSTURE. 


Tur darkness which blanches the plant world, and robs it of 
its poisons, favours all the most noxious elements in the moral 
world, Mystery is the favourite medium of quackery, and 
secrecy its congenial atmosphere. So long as individuals can 
be impressed and inspired with the wish to justify their own 
perversion of intellect by making current highly coloured 
narratives of the imperfectly tested facts by which their own 
conversion was effected, others wilf follow them in numbers, and 
the circle of folly soon spreads widely. Publicity is a tolerably 
effective remedy for all these epidemics. Rumour magnifies 
and colours like the air; but printed statements made before 
the world, and dissected by merciless critics, are soon made to 


862. 
moral 
ational 
com- 
rms of 
> most 
re will 
ill dic- 
iter in 
estion 
mmon 
ary to 
vannot 
ent or 
to 
aging 
and 
obable 
rebral 
what 
killed 
argu- 
sanity 
and 
her to 
option 
ature 
ck by 
anity, 
erned 
r may 
ter of 
nee is 
con- 
ences, 
com- 
being 
_ have 
dness, 
lor by | 
ion of 
| 


332 Tue Laycer,] 


CULTURE OF CINCHONA TREES.—SANITARY PROGRESS. 
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show their own weaknesses, and are rent to pieces before the 
public view. The TJ'imes rendered a further service in stating 
the nature of the ions of that ingenious adventurer, 
Forster, who has duped so many hundreds by the escamoterie 
which seeks to clothe itself with the name of ‘‘spiritualism.” The 
bare mention of his tricks sufficed to elicit the statements of one 
or two, who by simple tests had exposed the transparent trickery 
of the exhibition. He finds for the querists the “spirits” of 
those who never existed ; he tells the motives of actions which 
were never performed ; he is detected in simple acts of clumsy 
jugglery. All this is useful, and will have its due effect upon the 
multitude. Of course a number of those who have been duped 
will be loth to confess it even to themselves, and will con- 
tinue to believe that the denizens of another world hold them- 
selves ready, at the bidding of Forster and his companions, 
to earn for them guineas, shillings, and sixpences, by knotting 
handkerchiefs, pulling accordions, and pinching ankles uxder 
the table; by lifting the exhibitor in his chair, and by telling 
their own and other people’s names, for the most part incor- 
rectly. But these persons will gradually subside into silence, 
and we shall soon cease to hear of this latest folly of the time. 
Bat after this imposture has died out, its moral will remain; 
and it is one worthy to be thought on. ‘This is one of the many 
instances in which credulity has cropped out in this nineteenth 
century with as green a vigour of stem and stalk as when Hop- 
kins pricked for witches, and women testified at the stake to 
their intercourse with Satan. At the bottom of this is the deep 
understratum of scientific ignorance, which runs, like a ‘*‘ fault,” 
beneath all the superficial culture of modern society. Trained 
in absolute ignorance of all the laws of physical science, unac- 
quainted with the laws of life, or with the mode by which scien- 
tific generalizations can be obtained or tested, our most eminent 
jurists and literati are, for the most part, as easy prey to the im- 
postors who deal in odism, biology, clairvoyance and spirit- 
rapping, as the rudest peasant who has not shared with them 
“in the study of the Greek particle, the practice of Latin versi- 
fication, or the analysis of the laws of the calculus. They stand 
on an equal ground, and can listen with equally uninstructed 
eredulity to the impostor who raves of the lambent fires of the 
dead, who with audacious falsity ludicrously perverts the phe- 
nomena of hypnotism, and constructs a system of clairvoyance 
and biology. There is no imposture so gross, if it affects to 
deal with the phenomena of life, as to sheck or repel the modern 
mysterymonger. Odism had some grains of truth shamefully 
parodied. Mesmerism was a system of frand founded on cer- 
tain phenomena of the brain-life. Biology was a similar decep- 
tion, in which some exaggerated truths were perverted. But 
spiritualism is the latest and the most extravagant swindle 
which has arisen in the fertile brains of Transatlantic specu- 
lators, who have transplanted into the drawing-room the gipsy 
tricks which the policeman punishes in the kitchen. It is the 
disgrace of this century that the most educated classes are so 
far behind the science of their time, that they are as open to 
deception as any cookmaid in the larder. Nor can we look for 
any great change until science-teaching is substituted in our 
schools and colleges for many of the useless philosophical studies, 
in which the end of education is wholly sacrificed to the means, 
and the means worshipped as the end, 


CULTURE OF CINCHONA TREES. 


Tue continued and unceasing demand for cinchona bark and 
‘its various alkaloids, has for some time caused apprehensions 
-of a possible failure of the supply from Pe::., which was the 
-original, and until lately the sole, source of that invaluable 
specific. Chemistry has taught us to economize its use by 
separating for us, not only the active principle quinine, but the 
collateral alkaloids cinchonine and quinoidine, which aad been 
neglected. Nevertheless, in the view of a persistent ‘‘ change 
of type” in disease, which seems to enlarge day by day the 


number of occasions in which the administration of tonics is 
quisite, the extensive culture of the cinchona plant has be- 
come a medical necessity and a commercial desideratum. 

The Dutch had undertaken to foster this branch of com- 
merce, and have been very successfal in their efforts, They 
have introduced the tree into Java, and have more than 
100,000 growing there. We mentioned lately that, under the 
auspices of the British Government, Mr. R. Clements Mark- 
ham had been travelling on a mission amongst the Andes of 
Peru, in order to procure young plants and seeds of the best 
quality. The plants thus obtained were brought to this 
country and carefully nursed in special forcing houses at Kew- 
Here they were sedulously tended and multiplied, and sub. 
sequently transmitted, under the supervision of the same 
gentleman, to the Neilgherry Hills of Southern India, where 
he superintended their plantiug. Sir T. Hooker, in the last 
report on the Kew Gardens, gives an interesting notice of this 
important and successful experiment, which does great credit to 
the skill and enterprise of our botanical authorities. Upwards 
of 8000 young trees are now growing vigorously at Neilgherry, 
and Mr. Markham has superintended similar plantations at 
Ceylon, and we believe also at Jamaica. A complete account 
of the mission is about to be issued by Mr. Murray. Mean- 
while, it is satisfactory to know that our Indian and other 
colonies are likely to add in this important respect to our na- 
tional health and wealth. There are still upwards of 2000 
plants at Kew. A third experiment at Trinidad has not 
proved successful. 


SANITARY PROGRESS. 


Amonest the greatest lessons which we have given to the 
civilized world is that of the application of preventive science 
to the prophylaxis of disease. England is already the healthiest 
country in the world. Bat it can be made much more so. In 
Manchester the annual death-rate is 30°56 per 1000, or double 
the death-rate in some districts; and throughout the mana- 
facturing districts of Yorkshire and Lancashire the death-rate 
is discreditable and painfully high. Manchester is a city of 
cesspools. 

The excuse offered by the Manchester corporation is, ‘‘ sup- 
plying the poor with waterclosets would waste water and foul 
the rivers.” This is the problem of our sanitary engineering: 
how to avoid pollution of the rivers. Mr. Rawlinson, in a 
recent paper at the Society of Arts (Journal of the Society, 
March 21st), discusses the whole problem with singular ability. 
He answers such objections: Proper apparatus will prevent 
the first, and intercepting sewers the latter. The sewage is 
due to the land. But how to apply it profitably? In the 
course of the discussion on the paper, the Earl of tssex men- 
tioned that he had succeeded in doing this at Watford; and, 
notwithstanding the difficulties and errors of past attempts, he 
had been able to put the sewage on the land at a cost of five 
farthings per ton, which paid him in the end. Mr, Campbell 
related his experience at Rugby, which was less favourable, 
although 45,000 gallons per acre were applied; bat Mr. Black- 
burn pointed out the sources of failure in defects ia the ope- 
ration, and mentioned that at Edinburgh the land which had 
last year realized the largest rent—viz., £40 per acre, received 
only 2000 tons, and that distributed by gutta-percha hose. 

This subject is one of the greatest national importance, and 
calls for the particular attention of Mr. Brady’s Parliamentary 
committee on sewerage now sitting. All the countries of the 
world now look to England for example in the sanitary treat- 
ment of town populations. The first necessity is drainage; 
but the sewage should fertilize the land, and not pollute the 
rivers, This nut the engineers must crack. 


PRINCE ALBERT’S HOSPITAL. 
Tue privately expressed opinion of many has found a public 


channel in the columns of Zhe Times this week. The deep 
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reverence with which we all rear the sentiments of our be- 
reaved Sovereign if all that relates to the memory of the 
lamented Prince Consort, ensures a respectful and sympathetic 
acquiescence jn the slightest wish which may be made known 
in her Majesty’s bebalf concerning the form of the memorial 
by which the nation desires to perpetuate the remembrance of 
his virtues, There are very many who feel that the expendi- 
tare of from thirty to forty thousand pounds in the mere 

of a monolith to a particular site in the metropolis is 
a kind of outlay Jeast consonant with the benevolent, wise, and 
many-sided intellect of the late Prince. He fostered art; 
he studied science; he placed before all things the welfare of 
the people, There is no idea kindred with those virtues or 
congruous with that character belonging to the rough stone 
which, after costing so many thousands, will in the end only 
represent a very simple but expensive work of engineering, 
such as the earliest carried out for the mere grati- 
fication of vanity, or to add barbaric grandeur to their temples 
of heathen worship. The suggestion that the funds sub- 
scribed to do honour to the memory of this good Prince 
should be devoted, in part at least, to an institution which 
might perpetuate his name, while it maintained it in associa- 
tion with deeds of love, mercy, and public utility, finds an 
echo in many hearts, The devotion of the fund to the erection 


of an hospital, to be called the “ Prince Albert’s Hospital,’” 


would establish the perpetual connexion of his name with a 
work congenial to his nature, illustrative of his goodness, and 
commemorative of his virtues. Hospitals are traly institutions 
of unadulterated good, for the poor tind here the relief needed 
for their sufferings ; science gains fresh light from the lamp 
which it tends, and this light shines with saving glow into 
many dark and hidden recesses of the diseases from which poor 
and rich alike suffer. wai 


EMBALMING THE DEAD. 

Ir is highly probable that the practice of embalming the 
dead, of which little has been heard lately, will become much 
more frequent in Kurope. Many notable instances have 
served to attract attention to a proceeding which, however 
little accordant with the provisions of nature for the mainte- 
nance of the circulation of organic matter, or with the biblical 
expression of that divine ordinance which proclaims the re- 
storation of dust to dust, is highly consonant with some of the 
most deeply-rooted sentiments of affection and least reproach- 
able weaknesses of humanity. In America this practice has 
made great way, and is becoming almost habitual in more 
Aistinguished circles. The son of President Lincoln has just 
been embalmed ; and the remains of General Landers, who fell 
lately in the service of his country, have been treated in a 
similar manner. They were embalmed on the field, and ‘* for- 
warded to Salem in charge of Adams’s Express Company.” 
The modern processes offer great facilities fur thus preserving 
the remains of the dead; but opinions are likely to differ 
considerably as to the propriety of the custom, or the solace 
which it is capable of affording to the feelings of the sur- 
vivors, Still there are occasions on which the art may be use- 
fully applied. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 

AN opportunity of doing service to many of the members 
will be afforded to the Council of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons at their meeting on Friday next, the 4th proximo. It 
will then be discussed what steps the Council should take with 
respect to surgeons of the Indian Army, whose claims are still 
‘unsatisfied by the India Board. We cannot doubt that the 
Council will act promptly and decidedly on this question, and 
address such a memorial or remonstrance to the India Board 
as will receive immediate attention. The delay which has 
occurred in this matter is really anything but creditable to Sir 
C. Wood and his colleagues. 


THE NEW PHARMACOPGIA. 


Wit the “ British Pharmacopwia” ever be published? This 
is a question which is asked repeatedly. We can now state, 
on what is called the “* best authority,” that the work will 
certainly be in the hands of the profession by November 
next, There have, however, been so many delays and so many 
broken promises respecting it, that little reliance can be placed 
on any statement with regard to its publication. 


THE 
ANALYTICAL SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 


ON 


PARAFFIN OIL, 
ITS IMPURITIES AND ADULTERATIONS. 


Tue numerous and accidents which have recently 
resulted from the use of oils sold under the much-abused name 
of ** Paraffin,” as well as the late large importations of petro- 
leum, or rock oil—an article allied in its nature to paraffin, 
and yet possessing highly dangerous properties when used as 
an illuminating agent,—render a full and searching inquiry 
into the condition of the so-called paraffin oils now so largely 
sold a work of great public utility, and one imperasively de- 
manded in the interests of the public safety. 

We have proceeded in this inquiry as in the other published 
reports of the Commission ; that is, we have subjected to exa- 
mination a variety of samples recently purchased in the Me- 
tropolis, of various dealers, whose names and addresses are 
appended. By this method of proceeding, the condition of the 
article as actually supplied to the public at large will be made 
conclusively manifest. 

The name of “‘ Paraffin” has been applied to a body ob- 
tained by the distillation of coal, bitumen, tar, and other sub- 
stances, It is at ordinary temperatures a flexible, crystalline, 
tasteless, colourless, inodorous, and inflammable substance, burn- 
ing witha white sootless flame, and remarkable for its power of 
resisting the action of the strongest chemical reagents, as sul- 
phuric acid and the alkalies, and from which property it has 
derived its name of paraffin—parum affinis signifying ‘*but 
little affinity.” 

Now this paraffin is a valuable commercial product, and a 
patent has been taken out by Messrs. Field for the manufacture 
from it of smokeless candles of high illuminating power, sur- 
passing indeed greatly that of wax, spermaceti, or any other 
fatty substance. ~- 

The cil termed paraffin contains a proportion of this sub- 
stance, and js, like it, obtained by the destructive distillation 
of coal and other analogous bodies. 

For the manufacture of this oil Mr. Young obtained a patent 
some years since, and he claims the exclusive right of using the 
term ‘‘ paraffin oil.” From the specification of the patent we 
learn that ‘‘ the invention consists in treating bituminous coal 
in such manner as to obtain therefrom an oil containing paraffin 
(which I call paraffin oil), and from which oil I obtain 
paraffin, The coals which I deem best suited for this purpose 
are such as are usually called parrot coal, cannel coal, and gas 
coal.” The specification likewise contains directions for the 
purification of the crade oil resulting from the first distillation 
of the coal at a low and carefully regulated temperature. 

Paraffin oil, when purified, is not generally inflammable 
under a temperature of from 130° to 140° Fahr. and upwards ; 
the raw or crade oil is so, however, at a much lower tempera- 
ture, 
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Most of the readers of this Report will have heard more or 
less of the American petroleum or rock oil, also termed some- 
times mineral or well oil, and, when refined, kerosine. Now this 
oil is analogous in its properties to crade or unrefined paraffin 
oil; it has recently been largely imported into this country, 
mach of it in a dangerous condition. 

While it is asserted that the rock oils are substituted for and 
mixed with paraffin oil, on the other hand oils are sold under 
various fanciful names which really consist of paraffin oil. 


Resvtts or tHe EXxiMINAtion OF NuMEROUS SAMPLES OF 
ParaFrin O1L, AND oF Perroteum or Rovk Om, as 
Iwportep Aas IN THE METROPOLIS TO THE 
Pustic. 

The six following samples were obtained through a sampling 
order from six different casks selected out of a large stock now 
stored in Hoare’s Wharf, and imported in the ship ‘* Oscar” :— 


YOUNG’S PATENT PARAFFIN OIL, 
lst Sample. 
Ex ** Oscar’ —120 casks, 5731. 


a 835°0. Point of permanent illumination, 


2nd Sample. 
Ex “ Oscar”-—cask 5716. 
833-2. Point of permanent illumination, 
141° 
3rd Sample. 
Ex “ Oscar” —cask 5669. 
8332. Point of permanent illumination, 


YOUNG'S PARAFFIN OIL REFINED. 
4th Sample, 
Bx Oscar” —cask 5149. 


wie Fae 826°8. Point of permanent illumination, 


Ex ** Oscar” —cask 
Point of permanent illumination, 
6th Sample. 


Ez Oscar”—cask 5660. 
Specitic gravity, 826°4. Point of permanent illumination, 
138° Fahr. 
Sare, 
The following six samples of petroleum or rock oil were also 


obtained by sampling orders; the first three from the Gun 
and Shot Wharf, and the others from Mellish’s Wharf. 


PETRULEUM, RAW OR UNREFINED ROCK OIL, 
7th Sample. 
Ex “‘ George Killam,” from Philadelpbia—500 casks [R]. 
Specific gravity, 5132. Barsts into flame when a lighted 
match is placed near the surface of the oil at 60° Fabr., 


which was the temperature of the atmosphere at the time 
of trial, 


It is, therefore, a most inflammable substance, and consequently 
BIGHLY DANGEROUS, 
8th Sample. 
Bex “ George Killam”—[k 
Specific gravity, 8122. Ignites permanently at 58° Fahr. 
HIGULY DANGEROUS. 
9th Sample. 
Ex George Killam” —[R]. 
gravity, 8092. Ignites permanently at 58° Fahr. 
HIGHLY DANGEROUS. 


10th Sample. 
Ez George Killam”—{MK 
gravity, permanently at 57° Fahr. 


HIGHLY DANGEROUS, 


REFINED ROCK OIL, OR “ PURE WHITE ASTRAL 
1lth Sample. 
Ex * Killam,” from Pittsburgh—P. A., 99 casks (B} 
— gravity, 803°4. Point of permanent ignition, 83° 


12th Sample. 
Ex “ George Killam”—[R]. 
— gravity, 804°S. Point of permanent ignition, 116° 
KEROSINE, OR REFINED ROCK OIL. 
13th Sample. 
200 casks per B. B. G. and Co., Feb. 12th, 1862. 
Raesite gravity, 784°0. Point of permanent ignition, 58° 


Most DANGEROUS. 


Tue WuHoLE OF THE FOLLOWING SAMPLES WERE RECENTLY 
PuRCHASED IN THE FoR Ow 


14th Sample. 


“Parchased at the of—Mr. J. F. Grocombe, 396, Buston-road. 
Specific gravity, 8402. Degree of permanent ignition, 130° P, 


15th Sample. 
Purchased at the of—Mr. Ewart, 346, Euston-road. 
Specs Point of permaneat ignition, 130° F, 
16th Sample. 


Specific gravity, 830°4. Point of permanent ignition, 106° F. 


DanGErovs. 
17th Sample. 


Ham pstead-road. 


Specific amen A 8320. Point of permanent ignition, 106° F. 


18th Sample. 
Purchased st the shop of—Mr. Martin, Frederick-placs, 


Ham 


Specific gravity, S348, Point of permanent ignition, 110° F. 
19th Sample. 
“i Mathews, 19, Frederick-place, 
Hampstead-road. 
Specific gravity, 824-2. Point of permanent ignition, 116° F. 
20th Sample. 
Parchased at the of—Messrs, Harper and Co., 125, Tot- 
tenham.conrt- 
gute, 8260. Point of permanent ignition, 130° F. 


2lset Sample. 
J. Oulds, 28, Tottenham-court- 


Specific gravity, 8492. Point of permanent ignition, 188° wd 
VERY SAFE, 
22nd Sample. 


Specifi vity, ‘oint ignition, 
Mihat is below blood, and summer heat, 
HIGHLY DANGEROUS. 


23rd Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. B. Wright, 25, Castle-st. P= 
gravis gravity, 843°4. Point of permanent ignition, 155° 
24th Sample, 
of—Mr. W. Oulds, Oxford-market. 
‘4. Point of permanent ignition, 157° F. 


Purchased at the 
Specific gravity, 
VERY SAFE. 


ar 


, 116° 
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25th Sample. 


Parchased at the shop of —The Paraffin Light Company, 
29, Oxford-street. 


Specific gravity, 8382. Point of ignition, 146° F. 


27th Sample, 


Parchased at the shop of—Mr. Chambers, 5, Red Lion-street, 
Holborn. 


— gravity, 840°8. Point of permanent ignition, 131° F. 


28th Sample, 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. —s 12, Dean-street, Holborn. 
Specific gravity, 825°6. Point of permanent ignition, 112° F. 
29th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mrs. Bowry, 54, Fetter lane, Holborn. 
— gravity, 8380. Point of permanent ignition, 140° F, 
30th Sample. 


Purchased at the shop of —Mr. F. Osmond, 195, High Holborn. 
— gravity, 839°4. Point of permanent ignition, 136° F. 


31st Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of —Mr. Tite, 86, Holborn. 


Specific gravity, 819°3. Point of 97° F., 
or one degree below the temperature of the 
HIGHLY DANGEROUS, 
32nd Sample. 


Parchased at the shop of—Mr. Cross, 27, Newgate-street. 
ne gravity, 846°6. Point of permanent ignition, 237° F. 
PERFSCTLY SAFE. 

33rd Sample. 
vity, t 3 
being 8° below the limit of en ety. 

34th Sample, 

Bishopsgate. 


Specific gravity, 841°6. Point of permanent ignition, 165° F. 


QuITE SAFE. 
35th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. ©. W. Richards, 24, -st, 
bm gravity, 842°0. Point of permanent ignition, 163° F. 
QUITE SAFE. 


36th Sample. 
Parchased at the shop of—Mr. T. W. Jennings, Wormwood- 


street, City. 
Specitic gravity, 846°0. Point of permanent ignition, 156° F. 
QuirE sarE. 


37th Sample. 


Purchased at the of—Mr. Smout, 120, Bishopsgate-street 
Without. 


Specific gravity, 8422, Point of permanent ignition, 144° F. 


QUITE SAFE 
38th Sample. 
Specific gravity, ‘oint o ignition, 
being 3° below the standard of safety. 
39th 


Sample, 
Purchased at the shop of —Mr. E. Johnson, 235, 


Shoreditch. 
Specific gravity, 842°4. Point of permanent ignition, 145° F. 


Alst Sample, 


Purchased at the shop of—Messrs. Moore and Davis, Eastern 
Counties Railway Station. 


gravity, Point of permanent ignition, 118° F, 
This sample, like most of the others, began to inflame 
Dancxrovs. 
42nd Sample 
Purchased at the of—Mr. Pi 193, Church 
shop Pinchin, 193, -street, 
Specific gravity, 8392. Point of permanent ignition, 130° F. 
43rd Sample, 
Purchased at the shop of —Mr. J. — 80, York-street, West- 


minster. 
Specific gravity, 823-6. to burn at 8S°F., and 


ignites permanently at 108° 


DanorErovs. 
44th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. Dainton, 11, Little Peter-street, 
Westminster. 


Specific gravity, 8524. = to burn at 200°F., and 
— tly ignites at 224° F, 


45th Sample. 
Parchased at the shop of—Mr. Westall, Greycoat-place, West- 
minster, 
Specific gravity, 845-4. Becins to inflame at 122° F., and 
permanently ignites at 168° F. 
Quire sare. 
46th Sample. 
Parchased at the shop of—Mr. Deakin, 39, Great Peter-street, 
Westminster. 
Specific gravity, 8232. Begins to inflame at 96° F., and 
permanently ignites at 108° F, 


DanGerovs. 
47th Sample. 


F. Povey, 39, Marsham-street, 
Westminster. 
Specific gravity, mes. to inflame at 80° F., and 
ignites permanently at 91° 
Y DANGEROUS. 


48th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. J. Brown, 1, Rochester-row, 
Westminster. 
Specific gravity, 817-4. Begins to inflame at 102° F., and 
permanently ignites at 107° F. 
Dancerovus. 
49th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. Goodwin, 10, Rochester-terrace, 
Westminster. 


Specific gravity, 839-0. _ to burn at 68° F., and per- 
manently ignites at 54° F. 


Most DANGEROUS. 

50th Sample. 
Hall, 38, James-street, West- 

fi 809°6. and 

ait, 6006, 4 
Most DANGEROUS. 

5let Sample. 
at the Burbridge, 35, Stratton-ground, 


at 151° F. 
52nd Sample. 


W. Green, 23, Broadway 
Westminster. 


Specific 8408. Begins to inflame at 130 F., and 
permanently iguites a 


53rd Sample. 


.; | Purchased at the shop of—Mr. W. Oulds, 3, Broadway, West- 


minster. 
Specific gravity, S38*4. F., and 

permanently ignites at ¥. 
Daneogrovs, 


_ 
| 
138° F. 
Sars. 
| 26th Sample. | 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. Holland, 54, Museum-street, 
Holborn. 
a, 58° 
| 
| 
30°F, | 
wstead- | 
106° F. 
-place, 
110° F. | 
| 
place, 
| 
130° F. | 
-court- 
188° F, 
> UITE rE. 
heat, 40th Sample. 
Specific int t ignition, 
155° 
4 given off by it ignites at a temperature as low as.55° 
s so that if a light had been brought near the surface of this 
oil at any time, and the weather had even been very cold, 
cet. the oil would have inflamed. 
157° F. Most 
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It appears froin an examination of the preceding results— 

That the specific gravity of the siz samples of Young’s 
paraffin oil, selected from a large stock at Hoare’s Wharf, 
ranged between §25°6 and 835°, and the point of permanent 
ignition between 132° and 150° F.; as will be seen presently, 

y all come up to the standard of safety—namely, 130° F. 

That of the seven samples of petroleum or rock oil, four being 
crude and three called refined, the specific gravity ranges 
between 7540 and 813-2, and the point of permanent 
ignition between 57° and 116° F. They are all therefore 
highly dangerous oils, the so-called refined. oils being so only 

a less degree, 

That of the numerous samples of paraffin oi] as vended in 
the Metropolis the specific gravity varies greatly: the range 
being between S096, the lowest, or lightest oil; and 555-4 
F., the highest, or heaviest oi]. Also that the point of per- 
manent ignition of the several oils varies very considerably— 
namely, from 69° F. to 237° F. 

It wil: be further observed that no necessary connexion 
whatever exis’s between the gravity or density of the oil and 
its inflammability. ‘This is clearly and conclusively shown by 
reference to Samples 40 and 20. ‘The first has a specific gravity 
of 535°>, and bursts into permanent flame at 69° F.; while 
the gravity of the second is 8260, and it does not ignite 
persistently until it has reached a temperature of 130° F. 

The figures given show, indeed, that in the majority of cases 
a relation does exist between the weight of the oils and their 
inflammability ; bat this connexion is neither precise nor con- 
stant; and hence to trust to it for the determination of the 
question of the danger or safety of an oil, as we have been so 
constantly recommended to do of late by various writers, 
would, in a matter of such consequence—often involving even 
life itself, be in the highest degree fallacious and dangerous, 
This, then, is one most important practical result flowing from 
the previously recorded analyses, 

It will be noticed that the point or degree of permanent 
ignition of the various oils is specially referred to. 1t is neces- 
sary that what is meant by this should be clearly understood. 
The term is used to denote the temperature at which the oils 
burst into a continuous, sustained, and permanent flame. As 
shown by the last analyses, they begin to inflame many degrees 
below this point, but at first the flame is in flashes only, is 
short-lived, and soon dies out. 

The point of permanent ignition is determined by planging 
the lighted extremity of a wax lucifer into the oil, gradually 
heated by means of a spirit-lamp; thus the oil and the flame 
actually come into contact. 

It will be likewise observed that the expression ‘‘ STANDARD 
or sarery” has been frequently employed; this denotes the 
point at which the iguition of any oil may under all ordinary 
combination of circumstances safely take place. This point 
we have fixed at 130° Fahr. for various reasons :— 

First. Because all really géod and refined oils do not iznite 
below this point. 

Second, use the point of permanent iguition of all crade, 
unretined, or partially purified oils may be readily broeght up 
to this standard. 

Third. Because it is rare for the temperature of any oil ex- 
posed to any ordinary circumstances to be raised above 130° F. 

A little consideration, however, will serve to show that it 
would not be safe to place the point of safety below 130° F. 

In summer the atmosphere sometimes reaches a temperature 
of over 00° 

Again, in the receiver of a lamp the temperature of the oil, 
especially when the lamp is filled too fall, and the oil comes in 
contact with the metal ring of the neck of the lamp, becomes 
frequently raised many degrees above the temperature of the 
atmosphere of the room or locality in which the lamp is placed 

Further, its temperature is sometimes still more raised by 
being placed in heated rooms or near fires. 

Again, it must be remembered that an oil whose point of 

anent ignition is 130° F., begins to inflame many degrees 

low that point—that is, emits a flickering and short-lived 

flame, during which its condition is not one of safety, since the 

flame thus thrown off is quite sufficient to set fire to articles of 
dress or furniture. 

Lastly, there is another point of great importance which 
should never be forgotten, aud that is, at on} my or two de- 
grees above the point of permanent ignition of any oil, the 
VAPOUR given off is inflammable, so that a direct contact of 
the flame and the oil is unnecessary, and the oil will ignite if 
*¥ a light be brought near its surface. 


but we believe that it will be found sufficient, and it has the 
further advantages of being practical and simple. 

Looking, then, once more at the analyses, and 130° F. 

as the standard of safety, we find that out of the /orty 
samples examined, and purchased in the Metropolis, twenty-two 

either reached or exceeded the standard ; two were only a few 

degrees below it; while sizteen, or nearly one-half, were so 
much below it as to be dangerous; and some were of such 
volatility as to be highly dangerous. 

This report therefore reveals the fact, in the most convincing 
and positive manner, that much of the paraffin oil now sold in 
the Metropolis is in a condition dangerous to the public safety. 

It will now be asked, having fally exposed the danger, what 
remedy have we to suggest to meet the evil ? 

The remedy is simple. The dealers in this article should 
in all cases require from the wholesale houses by whom they 
are supplied a guarantee that the oil they vend will not per- 
manently ignite under a temperature of 130° F. All the re- 
spectable wholesale dealers would readily comply with this 
condition, We are satisfied, from what has been stated in the 
public journals, that the Paraffin Light Company would give 
this guarantee; and if there are other also willing to 
give it, we shall be happy to announce the fact. 

Farther, we would recommend the retail dealers and the 
public, as far as may be practicable, to ascertain for themselves 
the inflammabili y of the oil. This point may be determined 
with great readiness as well as precision. A small gallipot is 
to be partly filled with the oil, and placed in a dish of hot 
and nearly boiling water; into the oil from time to time the 
flame of a lighted match is to be plunged until the point of 

rmanent ignition is reached; the temperature must be noted 

y asmall naked thermometer, the balb of which must at the 
commencement of the trial be suspended in the oil. The ther- 
mometer must not be al!owed to rest against the bottom of the 
gallipot, or it will not indicate the correct temperature, neither 
is it well to use a wooden lucifer, as the oil is absorbed by the 
wood, and the match then acts as a wick. If the water used 
in the first instance does not bring the oil up to the point of 
permanent ignition, more hot water may be added, or the 
water may be heated by means of a lamp. 

Although the condition of things described in this article is 
very unsatisfactory, there is no reason why the public should 
be needlessly alarmed, nor why it should be prejudiced against 
the use of this great boon, paraffin oil. [t is simply requisite that 
manufacturers, retailers, and the public should be upon their 
guard against unrefined and spurious oils, and should adopt for 
the general safety certain simple precautions. Above all, we 
repeat, no retail dealer ought to set! a drop of oil which has not 
been guaranteed by the house from which he is supplied. 

Sarprise has been expressed at the fact that during the 
earlier years of the intro:duction of paraffin oil no serious acci- 
dents occurred. The circumstance admits of explanation. The 
articles now vended in the Metropolis under the name of 

paraffin differ greatly in colour, smell, and, as already shown, 
in density and ivflammability. But they differ farther in origin, 
Much of what is now sold as paraffin oil is the mineral or rock 
oil recently imported, most of which reaches this country, as 
we have shown, in a dangerous condition, owing to its not 
having been properly refined, ‘Ibis is sold sometimes separately, 
but is more frequently mixed with other oils. There is reason 
to believe that naphtha also is sometimes used to increase the 
inflammability of some of the heavier and cheaper oils. 

The remedy for this state of things is the system of guarantee 
we have recommended, Mannfacturers will then be driven 
to refine their oils before bringing them into the market, 
and thus the danger which at present is so great will vanish, 
Some have urged the imposition of a tax upon the mineral 
oil, or petroleum, now being imported into this country so 
largely. ‘This would be a great mistake; it would be to 
take a retrograde step as regards free trade; and such a course 
is moreover uncalled for, since all that is requisite is to insist 
upon the simple condition that the oil, previous to being sold 
to the public, should be properly refined, and not permanently 
ignite under a temperature of 130° F. 

There is another highly important view to be taken of the 
question of the purity or impurity of paraffin and other analogous 


oils—namely, its relation to fire insurance. The im ce 
of this yuestion has been deemed so that a few et 
sitce an influential deputation, headed by Mr. Lovell, of 


Pheenix-office, waited upon the Lord Mayor, in order to 
ascertain from him whether he possessed any powers whereby 
the storage of the American petroleum or rock oil in large quan- 


e are satisfied therefore, from these and other considerations, 
that it would not be advisable to reduce the standard of safety; 


tity could be legally prevented. That this oil, in its raw is 
highly inflammable, igniting even at ordinary temperatures, 
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been sufficiently shown ; and that it is, therefore, of an exceed - 
ingly dangerous ter is undoubted. Large shipments of 
it have but lately arrived; and at the time of our writing, we 
are informed, that enormous quantities are lying in the Victoria 
Docks and at Mellish’s Wharf, and that a quarter of a million 
of gallons are stored in the Isle of Dogs. Now, were any acci- 
dent to happen, and were the contents of any one of these 
barrels to ignited, the uences would be most 
disastrous. No efforts of firemen, however great and heroic, 
could extinguish the flames; water even will not do it: half 
London might be destroyed ; the priceless shipping in our docks 
burned; and, were the oil to flow into the river, that hitherto 
impracticable feat would be accomplished, and the very Thames 
would literally be on fire. 

The raw rock oil or petroleum ought on no account to be 
stored near any buildings, nor even the so-called refined oil in 
the state in which it is imported, since it is nearly equally 
dangerous, 


Correspondence. 
“ Andi alteram partem.” 


THE LUNDON SCHOOLS AND THE SCOTTISH 
UNIVERSITIES. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Str,—The lecturers in the schools of Scotland are glad to see 
that the London schools are at last alive to the injustice of the 
ordinances of the Scottish Universities Commissioners, in giving 
a preference to certain medical schools, i ive of their 
merits. King’s and University Colleges are to be the favoured 
ones amongst the London schools; while sach schools as St. 
Bartholomew's, Guy's, St. Thomas's, St. George's, the London, 
are excluded as inferior, and unfit to give an education qualifying 
for a Scotch University degree! ‘To those who know anything 
about the relative excellence ani means of teaching of these 
schools, such a regulation will appear incredible. The excluded 
London schools, in now, as your last two numbers inform us, 
— against the St. Andrews’ ordinance before the Privy 
Council, are a little too late to have much chance of success, 
having allowed similar or worse ordinances to pass the Privy 
Council without joining in the endeavour to preveut the part 
of these ordinances which relates to the schools from passing 
into law. The Scotch schools have long fought against the 
exclusive system of the Scotch Universities, but hitherto with 
ittle or no sympathy, and certainly with no aid, from the 
English schools ; and therefore we do not regret that the Lon- 
don schools are now beginning to feel the shoe pinch. 

As the regulations complained of may not be quite under- 
stood in London, [ may mention shortly how they will operate. 
For an Edinburgh, Aberdeen, or Glasgow University degree, a 
student may take three years in King’s or University College, 
and fourteen out of the sixteen classes required ; but only two 
years at the other London schools, and only four of the sixteen 
classes required. The other classes which he has attended, in 
addition to the four, must be attended over again in King’s or 
University College, or under the Scotch University professors, 
One session must be passed at the University where the stu- 
dent proposes to take the degree. For a Sc. Andrews’ degree 
(if the ordinances now before the Privy Council pass into law) 
all of the four years may be taken at King’s or University 
College, but only two of the years can be taken at the other 
London schools. The students of the latter schools, looking 
forward to a Scotch University degree, must therefore transfer 
themselves to King’s or University College, or, as there isa 
loss both of money and the chance of promotion to dresserships, 
&e., by changing the school, they will rather in future prefer 

commence at once at King’s or University College. How 
much these regulations will affect the excluded London schools 
may be judged by the fact that a considerable number of stu- 
dents have been in the habit of coming from the London schools 
to take a Scotch University degree after one year’s residence, 
and to take the St. Andrews’ degree. And, Besides the num- 
ber actually carried off in this way from the excluded to the 
favoured or protected schools, the effect will be to create a 
| aye. cag that the latter are in some way superior to 

If the Scotch Universities had ired three or four years’ 
residence, thus excluding all 8s alike, would have 
been consistent, however erroneous their policy ; what they 


do is to require only one year’s residence, and then proceed to 
introd ffensive distinctions as to the schools at which the 
other three years may be passed, and for which all schools 
ought to be placed on an equal footing. What a contrast this 
presents to the policy of the University of London, which 
places all schools on an equal footing, making the merit of the 
candidate the test, and whose degree i: consequently the 
highest! The short sighted policy of these exclusive regu- 
lations will of course soon come to recoil on the Sxotch Uni- 
versities. for it must alienate all the excluded schools, who will 
prefer to send up their pupils to the Colleges of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and to the London University when they wish a 
University degree. 

Although the opposition to these miserable 


regulations has 


meantime failed, they must give way before the dissemination 
of more intelligent views and the united efforts of all the ex- 
cluded schools to overthrow them. An appeal might be made 
to the General Medical Council. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Teacuer ong oF THE ExciupED ScHooLs, 


March, 1862. 


VACCINE LYMPH IN CAPILLARY TUBES. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Str,—One of your corres ts having remarked, about 
six months ago, that he had some doubts of the superiority of 
capillary tubes over the former method of preserving vaccine 
lymph, { am led to make the following statement in direct 

position to his views on the subject; because, by the old 
sla a single fortnight would entirely destroy the virus of 
lymph, unless unusual means were taken to exclude the air, 
and even then no very lengthened period could be depended 


u 

PXow it 20 happened that about ight months ago I had occa- 
sion to vaccinate some when I supply of 
lymph in capillary tabes for that purpose, two of which were 
sot sky Ane ge kept in the little tin case in which I received 
them. Having at the time disposed of my practice, and being 
on the point of quitting the neighbourhood, the tabse ware put 
entirely forgotten. 

About a month since—or seven months from the time of first 
receiving the lymph—I had again occasion to vaccinate, and 
was on the point of writing for a fresh supply, when I sudden! 
remembered the two alien tubes that I had not used, 
removing them from the Case in which they were enclosed, one 
was breken; and judging that the lymph was in all grees age. | 

of 


dried up in the remaining one, I almost despairingly broke 
the ends, but, to my astonishment, blew out, on a piece 
p»per that happened to be near me, some perfectly fluid vac- 
cine virus. Being at this moment required to attend a case 
which might keep me some hours, I immediately armed three 
ivory points from the drop of lymph, and, with no other cover- 
ing than a little paper, placed them in my pocket. On the 
following morning I vaccinated with them an infant of about 
fifteen months old; and six days afterwards three vesicles, as 
fine as any I had ever witnessed, made their appearance with 
all the usual characteristics. 

By this plan of preserving vaccine lymph it is therefore evi- 
dent that every medical practitioner may have at his command 
a constant supply; and the discovery, consequently, may be 
considered as one of the most useful of the present day. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Lower Norwood, March, 1862. A. Tayor. 


POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancet. 


Sm,—The whole profession must concur in the views so well 
expressed in the pertinent letter of Mr. Garlick on the 15th 
inst., respecting the abuces of the Poor law medical system 

the necessity of immediate unanimous active resistance. 
Were all medical officers equally decided, they would soon be 
able to dictate their own terus to boards of guardians and the 
Government officials. The heggarly remuneration of the Poor- 
law surgeon is a disgrace to the country, and a circumstance 
tending much to depreciate the profession of medicine in public 
estimation. ‘The remedy appears simple. Let every cnion 
medical officer throughout the kingdom at an moment 
tender his resignation, refusing to perform the duties until an 
equitable salary be awarded. United action must triumph, as 
it should be proclaimed far and wide that the renegade who 
offered himself as a candidate for @ vacant appointment which 
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he had not previously held would be branded as a recreant and | 
asneak, with whom his fellows must decline consultation or : 


fellowship. Certes, there are men who have been unsuccessful, 
who have large families, are advancing in years, &c., who 
would be little inclined to hazard the odium of resignation, 
with only a chance of re-election; but these would be few in 
the mass, and the subscriptions of the more fortunate members 
of our cloth would not be withheld to afford a fand for the 
emergency. If only one third or one-fourth of the union 
medical officers were to resign, I feel convinced that the in- 
famous sluggishness of the ‘‘powers that be” would take the 
alar 


In this eventful year various meetings and congresses are to 
be held in London. At one of these a most important matter 
for consideration should be the present and future prospects of, 
and the line of conduct to be adopted by, Poor-law medical 
officials. 

I hope to hail the day when Mr. Griffin, who has nobly 
clung to his mission through good report and through evil re- 
port, will see his aims realized, and experience a substantial 
expression of gratitude from his co.lsbourers and the general 
body of of England. 


Lam, Sir, yours, &c., 
Fulham, March, 1862. W. Boyrp Musner, M.B. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE OFFICES, 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Srr,—I observe in the last number of Tae Lancer that 
a letter from Mr. Lansdown, of Bristol, affirms that the Nor- 
wich Union Life Office does not pay a fee to the private medical 
attendant of parties applying for assurance. Allow me to 
state, as one of the directors of this office, that the above 
assertion is entirely without foundation. It might have been 
the case in former years, but from the moment | became asso- 
ciated with the directory of this office I did not cease to urge 
upon the management the justice as well as policy of remune- 
ration for every medical opinion sought for by the office; and, 
moreover, my endeavours were most cordially acknowledged, 
not only by other medical men on the directory, but by others 
of the board who had formerly disputed the propriety of the 
proceeding, I may now take upon myself to say that in no 
ease in which the opinion of the family ical attendant is 
given on application will the legitimate fee from the office be 
withheld. Iam, Sir, yours obediently, 

Norwich, March, 1862. H. Ranxrxe, M.D., F.R.C.P.L. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sir,—In July, 1859, I brought the subject of the payment of 
fees to the private medical- adviser in the case of assurances 
before the Court of Directors of the Norwich Union Life Office, 
and Iam glad to be able to assure you in reference to your 
Bristol correspondent’s letter of last week, that the Court then 
decided that the private medical advisers should be paid fees as 
well as the adviser of the office in cases of assurance. It was 
also then decided that the fee should be one guinea in all cases, 


I remain, Sir, yours faithfully, 
Jouy W. Goopwny, M.D. Cantab. 
1862, Director of the Norwich Union Life Office. 
To the Editor of Tus Laycer. 

Str,—Although perhaps unable to give you the precise in- 
formation you seek in closing sentence of your leading 
article of the 15th inst., on the subject of Life Assurance, you 
will not refuse insertion to another version of the effect of the 
employment of the medical attendant in the examination of 
pro lives as the referee of the company. 

e operation of this principle, when adopted, has, doubt- 
Tess, been to lead the offices generally to accept one medical 
certificate in the place of two; and how this single-fee system 
is to promote the welfare of the profession at large I have 
always been at a loss to understand, 

I take it for granted, that in proposing a life assurance the 
contract is for the mutual advantage of the parties concerned 
in it; and in the absence of any evidence as to the eligibility 
of the life, we cannot be surprised that the office should call 
upon the proposer to furnish letters testimonial to this effect, 
so that in the event of rejection there will be but one fee for 
each to pay. It has been said that the medical attendant in 


I demur, and should consider men in 
moral courage and professional propriety who should to 
claim it when influenced by such motives. 
If offices choose to pay both fees from their vast accumulated 
earnings, well and good; but such is not the custom in joint 
stock companies, in their dealings with our hard-worked and 
as a rule. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Halifax, March, 1862. Wa. Auexanper, M.D, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srm,—I beg to inform you that the Friends’ Provident Insti- 
tution, Gracechurch-street, London, (though not mentioned in 
your list published in Tue Lancer of the 15th inst. ,) is one of 
these offices which Pay the private medical referee of the 
insurer. am, Sir, yours &c., 

Fordingbridge, March, 1362. T. Beaven Raxe, M.R.C.S. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—In your issue of the 15th inst. I find a 
stating that it is your intention to publish, from time to time, 
a list of all Life Assurance Offices that pay medical fees, I here 
beg leave to state that you have omitted the Yorkshire. I 
have had the honour of being agent to that office for sixteen 
years, and for twelve years 1 find by my books that the York- 
shire Office has been paying on life insurance medical fees to 
members of the Royal College of Surgeons, both referees and 
medical attendants, as follows:—From £100 and upwards, 
£1 1s,; any less sum, 10s, 6d. All journeys for examination 
are paid extra, 

Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Knighton, Mareh, 1862, Ricuakp LANGFORD. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


No one who follows for the first time the line of the Paris 
Boulevards, from the Madeleine to the Bastille, can fail to be 
strack with the number of cafés which, in almost continuous 
succession, stand ranged side by side from the one limit to the 
other. Cafés and café-life have always been household words in 
civilized France, and until the invention of club houses, and 
their adoption in this country, afforded, after the select political 
“salon,” the only means for the social interchange of ideas, as 
well as for the relief of that explosive verbosity always more or 
less pent-up in the Gallic breast, With the in-door café exist- 
ence I have nothing to do at present, but would draw your 
attention exclusively to the practical lesson to be deduced from 
the permanent out-door accommodation offered to the fre- 
quenters of these establishments, At all hours, and in almost 
all seasons, rows of chairs and tables eacroach upon the breadth 
of the asphalted footpath, and not unfrequently give very ma- 
terial occasion of stumbling to the star-gazing fldveur. A gleam 
of winter sunshine, which elsewhere would hardly entice a 
rheumatic valetudinarian from his fireside, at Paris converts 
the open street into an “‘al-fresco” restaurant, patronized by 
the amateurs of coffee, cognac, beer, and absinthe. At the pre- 
sent moment, mild it is true for March, this particular feature 
of Paris life is no longer an occasional incident; morning, after- 
noon, and evening, the French cockney of either sex may be 
seen seated in the open air, chatting away, and sipping his or 
her coffee as if rheumatism and catarrh had been strack off from 
the nosological vocabulary. During the height of summer, when 
at St. Germain, St. Cloud, Montmorency, and, in fact, on all 
the elevated spots in the neighbourhood of the capital, dew is 
falling at sunset in thick showers, when the cartious suburban 
puts on his warmer coat, or retires under cover of a verandah, 
the Parisian, secure from damp and chill, (for little or no dew 
falls at Paris,) sits sine tegmine under the canopy of heaven. 
Fétes, nocturnes, dinners, dances, concerts, all are throughout 
the warm season conducted in the open air with perfect im- 

ity—a fact implying « special privilege of climate enjoyed 
a few other localities. To what physical causes the Paris 
atmosphere owes its freedom from moisture has never been very 
satisfactorily determined. Some attribate this particular im- 
munity to geographical position, and the absence of large sheets 


such a case cannot get his fee from bis patient, and that it is 
his policy not to exact it for such services, To this, however, 


of water in the vicinity; others to the quality of the soil, and 
the quantity of sulphate of lime therein contained. Suffice it for 


| the present that such is the case, and let us examine for a mo- 


* 
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ment the hygienical consequences which result therefrom. In 
pulmonary maladies the air of Paris is particularly detrimental, 
and many phthisical patients en route to or from the Soath, are 
attacked with hemoptysis, or other aggravation of symptoms, 
during their passage through this town. As a counterpoise, 
however, the sufferers from yout and rheumatista are d cidedly 
benefited by this climate. Nervous disorders, more especially 
ilepsy, have to me to be aggravated while under 
same influence; and I have also noticed on many occasions 
the unexpected development of scrofula in the previously 
healthy children of foreigners who have come to reside here; 
possibly, thongh, diet may be in this case more at fault than 
air. The irritating effects of the Seine water, both as regards 
skin and mucous membrane, are well known; nevertheless, 
chronic affections of the stomach and bowels are not more 
common than elsewhere. Good complexions, on the other 
hand, are very decidedly at a premium. ‘The action of medi- 
cines is considerably medified by the climate, and in no way is 
this better exemplified than in the complaints which English 
patients make of the violent action of their ordinary calomel- 
and-colocynth pill. The English tourist always carries a box 
of pills, and always “acts upon” his liver after crossing the 
Channel; and his surprise at spending his first night after 
arrival in running up and down the corridors of Meurice’s, 
trowsers in hand, is sometimes very drolly expressed. The 
reatbarsis is on the first occasion generally attributed to 
the evil machinations of Neptune; but on the occurrence of a 
second night of continuous pilgrimage to the shrine of Cloacina, 
it becomes difficult to persuade Mr. Bull that ‘‘ our old doctor 
at home” has not “‘been up to some trick or other.” ‘*Cha- 
momile!” said one compatriot tourist to me, on my observing, 
after examining his prescription, that calomel acte very dif- 
ferently in the two capitals—‘‘chamomile, sir! Why, sir, 
that’s mere’ry. None of my family—thbat’s the Wiggi 
sir—can take merc’ry, so Dr. —— says, and he gives us 
hydrange and colchicum instead.” The recipe being, 1 need 
hardly add, pil. hydrarg. et ext. coloc, co, 

In a note to the Academy of Sciences, M. Alexandre de la 
Roche draws attention to the resemblance in the chemical 
behaviour of the three principles—iodine, bromine, and chblo- 
rine; and to the probability of their being compounds of a 
common base. ‘All three, he remarks, have a great affinity for 
hydrogen, forming acids with nearly identical properties, yield- 
ing white vapours when placed in contact with air, being ex- 
ceedingly soluble in water, acting in the same manner upon 
vegetable substances, and being generally found in combination 
with sodium. He likewise deems it probable that both selenium 
and sulphur are similarly allied. 

I wrote at length some months ago on the subject of a new 
scheme for supplying Paris with water from the neighbourhood 
of Epernay, in Champagne. The plan is likely now to be 
carried into execution, and an Imperial decree authorizing the 
adoption of the necessary measures has just been passed. The 
city of Paris is empowered to effect all the requisite expropria- 
tion of lands and buildings,—the whole to take place within a 
delay of five years from the present time. The waters of the 
river Dhuys are to be conveyed to this capital by an eee 
about 120 miles in length, and on reaching Paris are to fall into 
an immense reservoir at Ménilmontant, and another at Belle- 
ville, on opposite sides of the town. The first of these tanks 
will be about 86 yards above the level of the river Seine, and 
the second 62, so that sufficient fall will be obtained in order 


QUARANTINE IN TURKEY. 
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT CONSTANTINOPLE, ) 


One of the strongest reasons put forward by the Board of 
Health here for continuing the present restrictive regulations 
is, that were all vessels to pass the Dardanelles without stop- 
ping, certain stringent measures would be enforced by other 
nationalities, and thus severely injure the trade of the port. 
Now as Russia is the principal country to which this remark 
applies, it seems right to bring to the notice of the public the 
following gross evasion of quarantine by the authorities of that 


In the menths of July, t, September, and October of 
year, several thousands of Bulgarian emigrants, many of 

whom were suffering with small pox at the time, were per- 
mitted to leave Gaiatz for various ports in the Crimea. On 
one oceasion, in a vessel —-the Champion—with passengers, 
there were no fewer than seventy who had the disease ; and 
yet one of the resident consuls gave a bill of health certifying 
that no contagious malady existed in Galatz at the time! My 
informant was an officer on board the vessel. While such pro- 
ceedings were going on, vessels were detained in quarantine at 
Constanti , bot for having any disease on board, but 
because they had not obtained their regular bills of 
from their own consul at Galatz, although provided with clean 
Turkish bills of health, Other instances occurred of vessels 
with small-pox on board being admitted to free pratique, and 
merely because their pa were all in due form and order. 

The signing of bills of he:Jth by the consuls alone appears 
to be a very absurd practice. The whole existing system 
obviously affords no protection whatever to the public health. 
Ships with small-pox on board are known to have landed 
their passengers at Kertch, Theodosia, and Eupatoria, without 
any quarantine having been enforced, and immediately after- 
wards to receive a cargo of Tartars for shipment to another 
place. Again, a steamer arrives from the Danube at Constan- 
tinople after a voyage probably of about two days, obtains the 
necessary papers without difficulty, starts the same evenin, 
for Smyrna, and the Dardanelles without being obliged 
to show any bill of health, but simply a firman to prove that 
she has paid all the dues at Constantinople. At Smyrna, she 
will obtain immediate pratique, even although four or five 
cases of small-pox may have occurred on board. 

*,* Irregularities and incongruities like these are continually 
occurring in almost every port in the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea, where strict quarantine is professed to be enforced. 


Parliamentary Jntelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mowpay, Marcu 241s. 
LUNACY REGULATION BILL. 
Tuer lordships went into committee on this Bill. 
Clauses ] and 2 were agreed to, after some verbal amendments, 
Tae words *‘confined to the question” were struck out of 


to supply the upper floors of the Paris houses—a luxury hitherto | clause 


unknown in this self styled centre of civilization, The quantity 
of water furnished by the aqueduct will for the present average 
about 44,000 cubic yards in the twenty-four hours. 

Dr. Dufossé, in an interesting memoir on the “‘ Voice of 
Fishes,” makes the following statements. He considers that 
the sounds which certain fish (those of the mullet tribe for 
example) are able to produce result from the vibrations of the 
intrinsic muscles of the pneumatic bladder; that in those fish 
most endowed with this power the various notes may extend 
over the space of an octave; and that in the Triglia lucerna 
the gift of producing sound seems to be carried to a higher 
degree of perfection than in any cther species. 

A French savant, M. Gaudry, who has been excavating in 

, in publishing his discoveries, mentions that he has 
found in the neighbourhood of Pikermi several new genera of 
fossil birds, and amongst others a pheasant, a stork, and a 
small species resembling the domestic fowl in miniature; also 
a tortoise, the posterior half of whose shell was movable ; toge- 
ther with a single vertebra of a large reptile, which may have 
measured six feet in length, including the tail. 

Paris, March 25ih, 1862, 


3. 
The Earl of Suarrespury then formally moved the insertion 
of the words, * unless founded wholly or in part on facts indi- 
cating insanity observed by himself.” 

Lord CranwortH thought the words very objectionable. 
Medical men might sometimes indulge in wild speculations, 
but those speculations would be counteracted by the good sense 
of the jadge who directed the jury. 

The amendment was negatived. 
ee clause as amended stand part of 

e Bill, 

Lord CHELMSFORD moved the omission of the clause. They 
were legislating under pressure arising fio recent proceedings 
in a commission of Janacy. The proceedings in this case had 
made the public anxious that some means should be devised by 
which, if possible, the length of such inquiries should in future 
be prevented, and with that view the clause was a 

After some observations from the Lord Chancellor in expl» 
nation of the scope and objects of the clause, the House dividew 

of ill; when it was adepted by a majority 
tabs uo to 10 were with certain amendments also ayread 
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to, save clauses 5 and 6, which were struck out, Clause A, 
directing inquiries before a jury to be made by means of an 
issue to one of the superior courts of common law, was 
with an amendment, The remaining clauses of the Bill were 
then agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Marcu 24ra. 
POOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 


The House went into committee upon this Bill. 

In clause 3, Mr. Corry moved the insertion of words, the 
effect of which would be to preserve county infirmaries in their 
present status as infirmaries of the entire county. 

Sir R. Peet could not consent to the amendment, which 
would render the clause quite impracticable. 

Mr. CarRDWELL contended that the object of the clause was 
to extend the utility of the workhouse hospitals to a most 
urgent class of cases, and to give relief in those instances in 
which the present system of out-door relief was not sufficient 
as administered under the Medical Charities Act. The clause 

t not to be rejected. 

r. Wurrestpe supported the amendment. The plan pro- 
posed would greatly increase the burden of the poor-rates; and 
the medical and surgical aid to be given could be better ob- 
tained in the county infirmaries, which there really seemed to 
be an intention to destroy. 

Mr. E. Grogan said the destitute poor were already am 
provided for, and the question for consideration was w 
medical relief should be extended to a different class. 

Colonel Dunne said that the infirmaries of Ireland not only 
conferred a great benefit upon the poor, but also a great advan- 

upon medical science, 

amendment was then negatived and the clause affirmed, 
as were also clauses 4, 5,6, 7, and 8, some in an amended form. 


Hedical Hews. 


Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medizine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 20th inst. :— 

Barnes, Edw. Chas., Stradbrook, Suffolk. 

Brown Jvhn, Oldbary, Worcestershire. 

Hicks, Henry, St. Davids, Pembrokeshire. 

Hodgkinson, Edw. Rodolph 
Kerbey. 


Iphus, Calcutta, 
Wm. Holman, London Hospital. 
Leigh, Geo. Frederick, Hyde, Manchester. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
examination :— 
Brewer, Thomas, Halifax. 
Hail, Samuel, St. Bagtholomew’s Hospital. 

Tue tate De. Hatr.—At a late sitting of 
the French Academy, M. Flourens presented the ‘‘ Biography 
of Marshall Hall,” written by his widow. The illustrious 
secretary observed that Marshall Hall would remain celebrated 
by his beautiful discovery of the reflex action of the spinal 
marrow.—-Comptes Rendus. 

Testimoniat To Dr. Srracatt.—It has been deter- 
mined, on the part of several of the friends of this well-known 

sician, to present him with a testimonial, ‘* All who have 
erived benefit from his works, his lectures, or his services, — 
and the public generally, who can appreciate talent, unwearied 
industry, benevolence towards the poor, and high moral worth, — 
are cordially invited to co-operate in this object.” We wish 
the project success. 

Tue Sprines at Grays, Essex.—Dr. Dundas Thomson 
thus reports upon the water from these springs, from which it is 
= tosupply London :—** When subjected to quantitative 

ysis, the water yielded the following composition, per im- 

in grains :— 

Volatile matter... ... 
Sulphate of potash 
oflime ...... 
bonate of esia... 
Carbonate of 
Carbonate of soda.. 
Nitrate oflime  ... 
Chloride of sodium 


26°40 
The chalk present in solution gives tie water 18°13 of 


hardness, which could be removed the liming process of 
Dr, Clark, The small mate of lime dissolved in 
the water, compared with that in waters at present 
plied to the metropolis, would render it an exceedingly 
water if treated by the softening process referred to. 
— the water as it now issues from the chalk at Grays, 
consider it well adapted for the domestic supply of the metro- 
polis, and superior, in a sanitary point of view, to waters ob- 
tained from rivers and open canals,” 

Zooroaicat Socrery.—At a meeting of this Society 
held on the 26th inst., Dr. Crisp read a paper ‘‘ On the Form, 
Capacity, Situation, Pr or Ab , of the Gall bladder, 
and the Colour of the Bile in the Vertebrata.” Sketches of the 
gall-bladders of 306 species of the vertebrata, and the bile of 
500 species of animals, were exhibited. The author mentioned 
that in some animals that were said ‘‘ not to have a gall- 
bladder,” this viscus was present ; and that the supposed law 
that a gall bladder existed in the hollow-horned ruminants 
and not in those with solid horns, was not to be depended upon, 
as was shown by numerous illustrations from the author’s dis- 
sections, 


Art Meptcine.—Three thousand pounds have been 
handed over to the General Hospital, Birmingham, as the main 

rt of the net proceeds of the last ral festival; and the 
Palance of £163 16s. 4d. will be sim: appropriated in due 
course, 


Barstot Royat Inrirmary.—A special board meeting 
of the trustees of the Bristol Royal Infirmary was held at the 
Guildhall, Bristol, on Thursday, the 20th inst., to elect a phy- 
sician in the room of Dr. William Budd, who has retired from 
the appoiotment after nearly fifteen years’ service, The Mayor 
of Bristol filled the chair. Dr. John Beddoe was unanimously 
elected to fill the vacancy. Dr. Beddoe was late assistant- 
physician to the British Army Hospital, Renkioi, and formerly 
resident-physician to the Royal Sedaieers, Edinburgh, phy- 
sician to the Clifton Dispensary, &c. The trustees passed a 
vote of thanks to Dr. Budd for his long and valuable services, 
and appointed him ‘honorary and consulting physician” to 
the institution. 

A Pcernona or Lunatics.—Colney Hatch is quite full. 
The visiting magistrates have given notice to the local autho- 
rities, who are in the habit of transmitting lunatics to that 
asylum, that no more can be received for the present, and that 
none must be forwarded until further notice. 


Passentation to Dr. J. C. Murnay, or Garesmean. 
—The estimation in which this tleman is held by those 
with whom his professional duties have brought him in contact 
was evinced in a most pleasing form, by the presentation of a 
testimonial on the 20th inst. e money subscribed ultimately 
amounted to a sum far beyond the expectations of the ori- 
ginators of the testimonial, and was invested in a — 
silver tea service and tankard, the manufacture of Messrs. 
Lister and Son, of Newcastle. —Dr. Garland, in handing the 
testimonial over to Dr. Murray, spoke in graceful and eloquent 
terms of the high feeling of respect and esteem entertained to- 
wards that gentleman by those who had contributed towards 
the testimonial, and by everyone who had come in contact 
with him.—Dr. Murray made a suitable reply. 


Tue Institute or Mepicine, Surcery, anp Mrp- 
wirery. — Mr. James Bird, of Seymour-street, Connaught- 
square, informs us that it is the intention of some of the 
members of this institution to invite Mr. Martin of Reigate to 
a public dinner in April next, and that the promoters would 
have much pleasare in accepting the co-operation of the mem- 
bers of the profession who may be desirous of assisting in this 
friendly réuxion. 

Enpvrance oF Patn.—It is stated that a boy at Maid- 
stone last week, desiring to avoid working, deliberately laid 
his hand on the rails and allowed an engine which was ap- 
proaching to pass over it, completely crushing it, It was found 
necessary to amputate the band, and he bore the operation 
stoically, calmly looking on, and uttering no cry or exclamation 
of pain. 

Svuicrpe or A Paystctay py TakinG Prusstc Actp.— 
On the 20th inst. an inquest was held at Wolverhampton on 
the body of a physician named John Norman, a young man 
who had been in that town about a year, and had gone there 
from the University of Edinburgh with testimonials of the 
highest worth. He does not seem to have been successful in 
his efforts to establish a practice; and having to write fre- 
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quently to his father in Carlisle for money appeared so much 
to affect him, that for the past two rmoathe | he had been greatly 
distressed, wishing that he were in another world, and saying 
that to sit day after day at home with nothing to do was 
“enough to drive him mad.” This depression induced him to 
give way to occasional intemperance. After being out all the 
ious night, he returned to his lodgings on the evening of 
the 16th inst. (Sunday), and on retiring to bed took some 
prussic acid that had before been lying on the table of his 
surgery. Within five oe of bis swallowing the fatal 
draught he was a ome. examination showed 
that t the deceased ken ‘aa 4 poison to kill six men. He 
had nearly £8 in his possession, aud Weft a a letter addressed to 
his father in Carlisle, saying that he was unworthy of such a 
father, alleging that he was about to commit suicide from the 
cause mentioned, and desiring that there might not be a post- 
mortem examination, The jury returned a verdict of ‘* Suicide 
whilst urder the influence of a fit of temporary insanity.” 
Miptanp Circuit: Ruesy, Marcu 22yp. 
Flint, a.surgeon of Baxton, was found guilty of wounding a 
wife by shooting at her with a gun which was charged w 
small shot. It was pleaded that he 
which rendered him irresponsible, and has since been in a mad- 
house. He was sentenced to one month's imprisonment. 

Tue Feperat Army or THE Potomac.—Mr. Russell, 
in one of his letters, states that “‘ the tield hospital, which was 
about being emptied of its inmates for transport to Washing- 
ton, was well vided, arranged, and ventilated; it stood on 
the site of a s' or outhouse, and had been enlarged and 
up an additional storey. The wooden stretchers, ae 
trestles, the mattresses, blankets, and sheets, seemed cl 
of quality; aud Dr. Root, whom we found i 
in his shirt-sleeves, superintending the transfer of his 
to the ambulances, bas the reputation of bei 
and able medical officer. He told me that bat for i 
ment and retention of men who were not fit for medical service, 
= average sickness in the brigade would be wonderfully small, 

more, perhaps, than 3 in 200; as it was, the average only 
pds 3 in 100 on the strength.” 
Nascent Carponate or Inon. — Messrs. Garnier and 
reux, says the Gazette des Hépitaux, make granules of 
of sulphate of iron, which are 


one fifth gs 


(Ser eae may vary from five 
to 

Stare or Eoyprian correspon- 
dent from Alexandria says that the streets in the town are 
ankle deep in mud, yielding exhalations the infragrance of 
which is, perhaps, not the lightest evil, as, according to the 
satisfactory, the number of births being only about 1000 in ex- 
cess of the deaths. At Cairo the state of gs is still worse, 
the number of deaths actually exceeding the births, the round 
numbers being 11,000 and 13,000 respectively. 

Epvcation 1x Sovutn Iraty.—During a a 
short time ago in the Italian Parliament, respecting the 
University of Naples, the Minister of Public Instruction 
said, ‘*the total number of students at present inscribed on 
the "University register is 9400, of whom 4600 belong to the 
medical faculty.” This isa large attendance, and shows the 

t prosperous state of the above alma mater, which until 
ly exhibited a very different condition. 

Necrosis or THE Urrgr Jaw, Deatn or a CuILp 
Weeks OLD, From THE Emanations or Luciren MaTcues. 
—M. Grandidier, of Cassel, mentions, in the Journ. fiir Kinder, 
the case of a child, six weeks old, who, after all the symptoms 
of abscess in the antrum, had necrosis of the upper jaw, and 

ually sank, The cause of these phenomena is su to 
a large box of matches, containing at least one thousand, 
which was placed in the vicinity of the child’s cradle. The room 
being small and ill-ventilated, the fumes of the phosphorus had 
ee eee the affection of the bone. M. Gran- 
to the flint and steel, and give up lucifer matches altogether. 


Creasote axp Cottopiox. — Creasote, used in the 
mouth for allaying the pain of a decayed tooth, sometimes con- 
siderably irritates the mucous membrane of the gum or cheek. 
It has been to mix it with collodion—tifteen parts of 
the creasote to ten of collodion. This mixture presents the 
thickness of jelly, and, when applied. shields the part com- 
pletely, as it turns into a kind of varnish. It is “Ita probable that 
this combination will be useful in surg occlusion and 
astringency are indicated. — Bulletin de 

Heatta or Loypon purine tae Week 
S.trurpay, Marcu 22np,— The deaths registered in London 
during the week ending on Saturday last fell to 1271; they 
were fewer than they had been in any week since the end of 
last year. The deaths from typhus have decreased to 63. 
There were 50 deaths from a, 17 from diphtheria, 18 
from measles, 4 from small-pox, and 55 from rg aaa 

The births were—-boys, $84; girls, 921. Total, 1805. 


MEDICAL VACANCIES, 
Tux office of 
aS Chandy Gack, , is vacant by the death 
There is a vacancy for a Medical Officer for the Inkberrow District of the 
Alcester Union, Warwickshire. 
A eg Pecriaw Medical Oficer is required for the Seighford District of the 


has occurred for a Poor-law So 
ot the Union, Denbighshire, in the room of Dr. Thomas Cumpstone 


vacancy fr a Poor law Medical Ofer for District No.1 and the 
Limehouse Workhouse of the Stepney Union. 

A Poor-law Medical Officer is wanted for the Broadclist District of the St. 
Thomas's Union, Devonshire 

There is a vacancy for a Resident Medical Officer at the Norwich Public 


A al Officer is required for the Fernburst District of the Midhurst 
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Medical (fficers to the British Lying-in a 
a. Charles Henry Greaves has been elected 
te the Staffordshire Genera! Infirmary. 
Mr. James «ated ts tothe tae 
ouse of Recovery 
Dr. William "hickin has been ited Medical Officer to the Ball. 
rett Dis; ry District of the Belteoe Union, —" 


Dr. bes boon elected Resident Medics! Officer to the 
Jersey Genera! Dispensary. 


Dirths, amd Deaths. 


On the 3rd ult, at K Kohat, th wit Art 
A Re ~ Ist Punjaub Infantry and No. 1 


Ireland, the wife of Dr. Corbett, 
at Kibworth-Beauchamp, Leicestershire, the wife of Thos, 


MARRIAGES. 
the llth inst., at Winchcombe, W. E. 
Durham, to Eliza Fanny, fourth daughter of J. 
i the Parish s. 
Sonn rd Tuson, Esq,, Assistant-Surgeon, Guides, 


of Newhottle, 
M.D., of Newbury, 


DEATHS. 


On the 2nd at on his passage home from Sydney, Richard Jukes 
Surgeon, son of the late J. Worthington, 


hes. inst., at Marske, Wee Walker, 
= he 20th inst, at Marine-terrace, Aberdeen, William B. Lyall Grant, 
M. 


Sth inet., at High-street, Oxford, William Rusher, Esq., Surgeon, 


| 
A 
nules are subsequently surrounded by a | 
soda, and a second coating of sugar is 
applied. The two salts thus separated have no action upon 
each other, as lang, they are kept dry. On —— the EEE 
stomach, the granule dissolves, and carbonate of iron sul- 
phate of soda are formed. The gastric juice acts at once upon 
the carbonate of iron at the very time of the formation of the 
: salt, and the small amount of sulphate of soda has a tendency 
to counteract the constipating effects of the steel. The number 
H 
| Battery Horse Artillery, of & daughter, 
| | On the 19th inst., at Admiralty House, Queen-street, Deal, the wife of Fred. 
| Thos. Hulke, M.B., of a son. 
! (m the 19th inst. at Charles-street, Berners-street, the wife of Geo. Hewktt 
| Bailey, Esq., M.R.C.S., of a daughter. 
On 
a 
23rd i 
Macaulay, Esq., 
: | — 
— 
Esq., of Liancaiach, Glamorganshire, age 
‘ | Om the 6th inst, at duscan Villa, Portswood, near Southampton, George 
re D. aged 52 
tt a 
J 
On the 
aged 70, 
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Medical Diary of the Werk. 

(Sr. Marx's Hosrrtat vor Fistota AND OTHER 
Disxases oF THE Rectum.—Operations, 1} 

Rovat 2 p.m. 

Mxrrorouitas Faxs — 


2 PM. 
Royat ov Prrstcrans 


the Liver, with Observations on Certain 
Chanves occurring in Disease.” 

Mepican Socirry Lonpon.—8} Clinical 
Diseussion.— Dr. Thudichum, “On Crystallized 
Deposits of Xanthine (?) Azoturia.”" Dr. 
“ Practical Observations on Valvular Disease of 

_ the Right Orifices of the Heart. 


(Guy's Hosrrrat.—Operations, P.M. 

Westminster H L.—Op 

Rovat Mr. John Marshall, 
“On the Physiology of the Senses.” 

Socirety.—8 Mr. John Craw- 
furd, “On the Antiquity of Man from the Evi- 
dence of Language.” 


TUESDAY, 1...... 


Society or Lorpoy.—8 


Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 P.x. 

Sr. Mary's Hosrrrav, 

Cottzes Hosrrray. — 

P.M. 

Royat Ortsormpric — Operations, 2 
P.M. 

Royat or Prysiciaxs—4 Lom- 
leian Lectures: Dr. Williams, “The Successes 
and Failures of Medicine.” 

Oxsrerercat Soctrry or Lowpox. — 8 Mr. 
Spencer Wells’ “ Case of Ovariotomy, and Reply 
to Mr. Brown’s statement respecting it, made 
at the last meeting.”—Dr. Bornes, “ 

Mit hell, “On the Nature and 
Treatment of Puerperal Fever.” 


(Sr. Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 r.«. 
t Loxpow Ornrmatmic Hosrira.. — 

Operations, 1 p.m. 
Loxpow Hosrrrat,—Operations, 1} 
Great Hospitat, Kine’s Caoss.— 

Operations, 2 
Lonpow Surercat Home. —Operations, 2 
West Lonpow 2 P. 
InstrrvTion.—3 P.M. . Tyndall, “ 

eat. 

Socrery. — 8 Mr. Ernest Hart, 
. “On Syphilis of the Nervous System.” 


Hosprrat. — Opera- 
tions, 14 

Roya Cotuzes or Paystcrays.—4 px. Lum- 
leian Lectures: Dr. Williams, “The Successes 
and Failures of Medicine.” 

Royat Lystrrorion.—8 P. M. Commissioner M. D. 
Hill, “On the Post-office. 

Western Mepricat anp Surercat Socrery 

Lomwpow,—8 p.m, “On Diphtheria.” Discussion. 


‘Sr. Tmomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 
Sr. |} 


WEDNESDAY, 2 ¢ 


FRIDAY, Ara 4 ......4 


Royat Prof. H. E. Roscoe, 
“On Spectrum Analysis.” 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 


For 7 lines and under .........£0 4 6] For halfa page... 
For every additional line...... 0 0 61! Fora page .......... 
The average number of words in each line is elev 
Advertisements which are intended to appear in Tus Lancet of any parti- 
cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday in 
that week: those from the country must be accompanied by a remittance. 


0 


TERMS 


One Year ... 


OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(To go free by post.) 


aiuws 
o”74 
08s 

Tue Lawoxt Office, 423, Strand, London, and made payable to him at the 

Strand Post-office. 

Tux Lancer may be obtained from every reapectable Bookseller or Neweman 

in the World, 


Go Correspondents, 


Tue Ivcoms-Tax awp tee Mepicat Prorrssior. 

Tans is no class of the community on which the Income-tax presses with more 
uudue severity than the members of the medical profession, No men give so 
much of their time and labour to the poor as medical practitioners; vo class 
of society hold their incomes on a more precarious basis; exposed to disease 
from the very nature of their calling, as well as constantly liable to be dis- 
abled from orer-work, The Birmingham Income-tax Repeal Association 
have d an agitation with a view of producing something like an 
equitable of the I . The Association demand that the 
tax should be upon wealth, and not upon a precarious income, and they 
show, we think, in their report that this adjastment could be made without 
inflicting any injustice, and without bardening even a lauded estate to the 
extent to which it now suffers. We have repeatedly contended that an 
Income-tax, to act in any way equitably, should capitalize income. This is 
the groand upon which the Birmingham Association take their stand. The 
arguments which they addnce in their report, and in their correspondence 
with inflnential members of Parliament, reiterate the opinions which we 
have so often expressed. We commend to our readers the careful perusal of 
the p ings of the Birmingham Association. The objections raised to the 
plan | proposed for the capitalization of iacome are more specious than real. 
For purposes of commerce, incomes are capitalized every day. To effect a 
change in the present system requires firm and united effort on the part of 
those who are agreed to remedy the injustice. All Governments, more or 
less, are made of “squeezeable materials,” and if due pressure be exerted, 
they must succumb. It is remarkable that, notwithstanding the manifest 
injastice of the Income-tax to those whose daily bread is acquired by their 
daily labour, it should have met with so little organized resistance. Re- 
garding the just influence which the members of the medical profession 
exert by their social and other influences, we are at a loss to explain their 
lukewarmness in this matter. If we have nothing to expect from the sense 
ot justice of a Government; we have everything to anticipate from its fears. 
It is therefore the bounden duty of the members of our profession, upen 
legitimate occasions, to exert themselves in furtherance of se a a 
cause as the equitable adjustment of the present most objectionable and 
most oppressive Income-tax. 

Mr, James F, West.—The paper was reeeived, and shall shortly appear. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet, 

Str,—The numerous complaints lately made of injury to health from rail- 
way y trevdiieg seem 10 suggest some special cause operating of late to pro- 
euce them. Having been a sufferer on two recent occasions, and the cause 
being apparent, { shail be giad shou'd my case throw light upon the matter. 

Traveling “express” late last on one of our leading lines, 1 found the 
back padding of the seats not only projecting at the lower part, but composed 
of harsh, unyielding cords, stretched from side to side. 
hardly against the spine and region of the kidneys. Tie succeeding night was 
passed in considerable pain, aceompanied by general wakefulness (and if I "aid 
fall asleep, by horrible dreams), as well as general malaise. The following 
morning brought with it distressing headache, vertigo, temporary loss of the 
use of the right leg, and pains all over. The ill effects lasted more than a 
week, and the physician | consulted attributed ail to the railway journey. 

Having, however, travelled by rail, diligence and other conveyances for 
several days 8) succession withoat inconvenience, I cou!d searcely give credence 
to this explanation, ond a subsequent journey confirmed my vee ser 
Within a few days I have had occasion to travel over the same ground, and 
found myself in a carriage with the backs of the seats stuffed in the objection- 
able manner. Nearly the same results followed as on the first occasion. 

A well-known auctioneer, with whom | transacted business, has informed 
me that he nae sine suffered from travelling recently in a carriage constructed 
as T have described. 

I have reseon to believe the cords against which the back of the traveller 
rests (unless he sits for five hours and three-quarters a  mecight) are made 
of iron wire—a mode of construction perhaps 
destructive to the health of the passengers, The backs pe thoes seats, instead of 
being made of a gentle slope trom the top to the ae bulye out against the 
kidneys =! loins. This is, no doubt, a eoneeit of the maker of the carriages, 
and would be harmless but for the unyielding iron cords.—Yours truly, 

March, 18632. Voraeure, 


R. T., (Devon.)—The paralysis of diphtheria almost always commences at the 
pharynx and soft palate, and in about twenty times in the hundred cases 
reaches the iower limbs. 

A Subscriber.—Barlow and Watson. 

Mr. Reed.—ihe report of a “ Case of Tetanus” shall appear in our next ime 
pression. 


New Remepres. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Sta—In impression of the 8th instant, under the above isa 
direction for asyrap from Iceland moss, as a 


One of these bore 


req 

ration acco in Tee Lancet, which | left with him. 
¢ returned it, and iufermed me that there must be some mistake in the pro- 
perties gives; too great a 
quantity ; the d jon in the Ph ono ounce of 
and a half of water. 

your correspondent would be so kind as to review his direction, 
give the formula for practical us, he woul be rendering a great 


Yours, 
London, March, 1962, 
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Bibliophilist.—A knowledge of the literature of other countries than our own 
must necessarily advance science. The Continental schools have occasionally 
translated British works on Medicine, but never in any such proportion as 
we have translated their productions, However, the former have lately 
taken a liking to American works. Professor Bedford's treatise on the Dis- 
eases of Women has been translated into French, and a rendering of it into 
German is now being undertaken at Vienna. Professor Gross’s System of 
Surgery is also being clothed in a Dutch garment. 

J. W. C.—We cannot recommend either of the persons mentioned. 


Sraristics, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
S1x,—Dr. Moore’s statistics, published in journal of last 
extraordinary, and the results obtained to unparalled the records of 
obatetrie prasties, as to lend to the belief that dome mistake have crept 


into his ealeulations, 
In the Maternity department attached to the London Hospital, the total 
nei ts of difference between sta- 
tistien of Dr. of the the London Hospital 


e been at times dep 
others on the mortality ( 


A Traveller. —Since the commencement of our inquiry into the effects of rail- 
way locomotion, the Medical Society of the State of New York have pub- 
liely di 4 the “ medical provision for railroads.” 

J. F. M.—Pull particulars can be demanded by a defendant in such a case, 
and, if he insists, every item must be charged. 


Emruysema. 
To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
ance your “Parisian Medical Intelligence” of last week there is an 
extract from a read by Dr. Roger at the Academy of Medicine, on 
“Generalized Emphysema,” which recalls to my recollection the case of a 
woman a’ Brighton, whom I oer saw about five-and-twenty years since 
when stayi ¢ with my brother of that town, during the period he was resident 
surgeon to the Brighton Dispensary. woman, who was then I shonid 
imagine about oe years of age, and perfectly healt! healthy, could distend the skin 
covering her neck and chest at pleasure, so as to become as tight as a drum, 
The way she did it was by closing her mouth, and making a few (apparently 
suppressed) gulping when the whole of the subcataneons cellular 
lissue surroanding the chest and neck was pumped full of air ; then, by giving 
her chest two or three thumpe with her hands, it woul suddenly disappear. 
No doubt, if this woman is +till living,—and ry feet I know to 
the contrary,—she could and would go through the same performance, which 
was vather feed of howing. She was employed out the 
attending post-mortem examinations, &c.; in fac “4 che was an fond of 
being in of af hor tes last act of humanity 
From this description, many practitioners resident at Brighton doubt- 
Rep have often reflected as tae the 
peculiar abnormal condition of her lungs and thoracic walis that gave rise to 
this extraordinary power, but as yet have not been able to solve the problem 
satisfactorily to my own mind. one of your venders 
ttle to dome, 
am, your obedient servant, 
Hopsow Ruee, M.B.CS. 
Regent-street, Waterloo-place, March, 1862. 
Dr. J. Allen.—The question has not yet been decided; bat we think the pro- 
duction of the Register of last year would be sufficient. 
W. J. B. must send his name and address in confidence, when he shall receive 
a private note. 
Tux Curistian Mepicat Association. 
To the Bditor of Tus Lancer. 


of the wee Tae Lancer 
of the Christian Medical A<sociation at the 


4. G.—The Licentiate of the London College of Physicians would certainly 
not style himself, nor be styled by others, an “Apothecary.” He might 
properly be styled Physician and Surgeon, if also a member of the College of 
Surgeons. 


Dr. Woodward requests us to state that he has received many communications 
respecting Provident Dispensaries, for which he is much obliged. 


Sawitary 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Sre,—The to establish a Sanitary Reform Committee for Irelands 
as contained in Tas Lawcert of the 15th instant, must meet with the 
well-wisher to this country, indeed every to 


although it may be still looked upon as the second 
in the British empire, is in a most tion, 
prejudicial effect on the health and lives of the inhabitants, especially of the 
_— neighbourhoods. In many of these there is no provision whatever for 
he reception of the waste matter of the residents, and the result is that the 
whole is committed to the public streets, oy alleys, whence it is removed 
at intervals by the scavengers’ carts. 1 have passed through some of these 
during to and the stench has been so insupportable that I 
have been to my ond kerchief. The 
tition. In many of these may be seen 
heaps of soot, oyster-shells, &c. &c., intermingled with human excrement. 
One t want here is that of urinals and “cabinets d’aisances” for the 
other irregularities, seldom met with now-a-days in large popu- 
I shall be happy to give further information when necessary, and am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Dublin, March, 1962. 


Obstetricus.—Yes, such an affection of the thymus gland in infants has been 
regarded in modern times as the consequence of hereditary syphilis. Dr, 
Elliot, Physician to the New York Lyiog-in Hospital, has lately described a 
case of suppuration of the thymus in utero. 

Tobaceco.—The frauds practised with respect to the adulteration of tobacco 
were noticed in Tur Lancet some years since. 

M.R.C.S. must attach his name to the communication. 


Nortuine New tae 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sre,—Your review of the “Inquiry into the Medical Value of the Fxcreta of 
a > yl requires but one additional observation to make it per- 
feet, and t is simply an answer to the woader expressed by the author of 
the book, t! that his so-called secrets of Nature should have remained so long 
hidden from man. If he will take the trouble to refer to a small work 
lished in the year 1675 by the Hon. ayy’ for the avowed purpo-e 
adventurers of the day, he will God that the 


the practices of some 
a of reptiles are said to have been largely used by them. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


To the Editor of Tax Laxcert. 


Srr,—I have lately attended case where the of indide of 
in combination with ammonia hive beea very and well mark It was 
one of partial paralysis, chiefly affecting the right side. There was a distinct 
dark line of the sulphuret of lead along the margin of the gums, though no 

1 gave sulphate of magnesia, with ailute 


Yours 
W. Woopwaxzp, M.D. 


Exrata.—In the first line of Mr. Adams Parker's “Contributions to Dental 
Surgery,” published in our last, for “ ten years,” read “ seven years”; and in 
line 11 of Case 8, omit “ of the gums.” 

Communtcations, Lerrexs, &c., have been received from—Dr. Mackenzie; 
Dr. Handyside; Dr. Alexander; Mr. W. Wheeler; Mr. C. H. Ducket; Mr. 
H. H. Ragg; Dr. Ranking; Mr. Marston; Mr. E. C. Garland; Mr. Moore, 
Bantiogford; Dr. Morison, Wingate, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Bird, Stock- 
port; Mr. Fletcher, Liverpool, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Cookson, Preston, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Clegg, Boston, (with enclosure;) Dr. Meryon; Dr. 
Goodwin, Bury; Mr. J. White, Corsley, (with enclosure ;) Dr. J. Vincent, 
East Dereham ; Mr. T. Forsham, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Wadham ; Mr. W. J. 
Davies, Kingsbridge, (with enclosure ;) Mr. R. Langford, Knighton; Mr. W. 
Reed; Mr.S, A. Parker; Mr. W. Bruce, Crimond, (with enclosure,) Dr. T. 
Maclagan, Cassop; Mr. A. 2. Watkins, Worcester; Mr. T. Bolt, Bary, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. F. W, Wilson, Newcastle ; Mr. J. Leach, Crawley; Mr. BR. G. 
Hill, Stamford, (with enclosure;) Mr. KE. L. Jacob, Birkenhead; Dr. Allen, 
Longton; Mr. H. French, Bungay; Mr. R. L. Moorhead, Smithboro’; Mr, 
J. Liewellyn, Bristol, (with enclosure;) Mr. H. Bishop, Tunbridge; Mr. H, 
Harris; Mr. J. Collyer, Blaydon ; Mr. F. Godrich, Ledbury; Mr. C. Heaton, 
Leek; Mr. J. F. Mackreth, Patrington; Dr. Tuke, Chiswick; Mr. Chas. H. 
Moore; An Old Lecturer on Chemistry; Rapert; Royal Instit tion; Tyro; 
A Teacher in one of the Excluded Schools; Ethnological Society; J. W. C.; 
M.; A Subscriber; A Schoolmaster; A.G.; Sc. dc, 


Dr. Moore. London Hospital. 
Placenta previa... .. .. .. linl® .. .. .. Lin 
Trapsverse presentation ... ... 14,54 180 
Breech presentation ... ... ... 1 @ 1, 105 
Foot presentation... ... ... 1,,48 ... 1, 258 
Craniotomy andembryotomy ... 1,, 54 .. .. .. 1,, 421 
Since, in Dr, Moore's practice, out of so large a number of cases, attended 
bare, though unique, statistical wi 
Pows:t, 
March, 1862. Resident Acevucheur, London 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
ice, and my desire to be thought a “lucky doctor” in such cases, 
ae reading the statistics given by Churchill and 
+= 4 of children) in obstetric cases. I was, how- 
ever, revived by reading last Saturday's Lawcer a stati-tical report of 
ing cases, only six children were sti!l-born ; and, what seems more marvel- 
lous (we rrust, of course, deduct the 9 deaths caused by craniotomy and em- 
bryotomy), there were only two other still-births in 26 cases of placenta previa, 
22 cases of small pelvis requiring forceps, and all other cases. If Dr, Moore 
will tell us his method of prectice in eases of placenta previa and malpresen- 
tation, the “parish surgeon,” the “practical man,” would coufer a greater 
boon upon us beginners than has yet been done by all the scientific works 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
March, 1862. Tro, 
March, 1862. M. 
Rupert.—He is undoubtedly a physician. There is no law to prevent him 
attaching “ Dr.” to his name. 
Dr. Tuke (Chiswick) shall receive a private note. 
S. E.—We think the Poor-law Board justified, in the present state of the pro- 
fession, in requiring the double qualification. 
Mr. Charles Heaton.—We do not make any charge. 
loprpz or Potassium ry Partiat Pararysrs. 
‘ sulphuric acid, &c., tor abvut ten days, without any benefit, when, on changing 
the medicine for the above named, the pati_ut rapidly recovered and went to 
Worcester, March, 1862. 
283 
a 
newed Ull May 10th. e committee wou tench obliwed by your re-enter- 
‘ the notices from that date, Yours obedien! ly 
Piccadilly, Mareh, 1962. H. Moons, F.R.CS. 
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CHLORODYNE VER., 


Or DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S. 
(THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE) 


Dr. J. COLLIS BROWNE, M.R.C.S.L., Ex-Army Medical Staff, after many pate eapenpeines. succeeded in 
discovering, in 1846, a remedy which should possess the property of an Anodyne, Sedative, Dia tac, Antispasmodic, ¢, and 
Astringent. For this new remedial agent he was obliged to find a name, and coined the appellate “* CHLORODYNE, 

a word unheard of and unknown until he introduced it, in 1856, for public use through J. T. DAVENPORT, PHarmacevTIst, 


33, Great Russert street, Lonvon, to whom he 


never having divulged or published the secret of its 


The Medical Profession are therefore CAUTIONED to reject the 


and affix it to 
— properly and uniformly, well knowing they 


THE RECIPE AND ITS MODE OF PREPARATION, 


of certain persons who adopt 


announcements adopt the term 
pounds in imitation, pretending that they are competent and of 


no authority to do so, not being in possession of 


The only authorized formula is in SOLE POSSESSION, and I an unqualified denial that it has ever been published. 
The compos mute in BY prowaed analyses, and fered as Color, ate altogether diferent 


Dr. Browye's invaluable preparation. 


NOTE.—The great success attending the use of efficient remedies depends on their fidelity and genwineness, If spurious 
compounds are substituted, the patient suffers and the physician loses confidence ; and many pharmaceutists and chemists know 


full well, to their cost, that the patronage of physician and patient have been immediately withdrawn on their learning of 


apurious compounds being substituted when Chlorodyne was ordered. 


The extraordinary success attending the use of Chlorodyne has given rise to a series of imitations, It is therefore doubly 
** (Dr. J. C. B.’s)” 
Each genuine bottle bears a red stamp, with the words ‘‘ Dr. J. Couuis Brownz’s Catornopyxe” in white letters. 
To be obtained from all Wholesale Druggists. 
Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, Pharmaceutist, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEPOT; 33, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY. 


Pulvis Facobi ver, Newbery’s, 


i the ORIGINAL & GENUINE, ws EsTABLISHED A.D. 1746, 
And is Prefcribed, with the greateft fuccefs, ‘‘ by the higheft authorities,” for 
Fevers, Ague, Cerebral Congeftion, Rheumatifm, Chills, Influenza, &c. &c. 
FRAS. NEWBERY & SONS, 45, ST. PAUL’S CHURCHYARD. 


Prices for Difpenfing—1 oz., gs.; ~0z., 3s. 4d. 


FOR USE IN HOT pon anata AND MALARIOUS 


Savory & Moore pom the Stronger 


PREPARATIONS OF 


Granulated Effervescing Citrate of Quinine, 


aND 
Granulated Effervescing Citrate of 
Tron and Quinine. 
sions, or in comidhation with inflcated, "They pomess the important 


—= of being more palatable, and are better berne by the stomach than 
those remedies ad Iren and 


SAVORY & MOORE. el NEW BOND STREET. 
Dagatus occur every year in and Wales by Consumption alone. 


zonized Ged Liven Oil has been 


Bastick’s more Certain Forms of 
REMEDIES. 
LIQUOR COLCHICINE, LIQUOR HYOSCYAMINA, 
LIQUOR SMILACIN A. ( VideTue Lancet, Feb. 12, 1859.) 
OLEUM MORRHUZ CUM QUINA, OLEUM 
MORRHUZ CUM PERRI LOPIDO, and other Medicated Cod-liver Oils. 
MANGANESE CUM POTASSA; the most efficient and 
painless caustic for cancer, &e., and corrective of fetid uleers, &c. 
LIQUOR CALCIS CONCENT.; for the administration of 
(ime in milk, and other bulk: 
stimulant and antispasmodie in neuralgia, hysteria, 
FERRI ET STRYCHNLZ CITRAS *(LIQUOR), recom- 
mended in Atonic Dys: ia and in functional iterine derangemen: 
edial Agents, as originall his 
Bond-street, London. 


MEDICATED COD-LIVER OILS, 


(jod- -liver Oil with Quinine. 


COD-LIVER OIL with QUININE and IODIDE of IRON. 
COD-LIVER OLL with LODIDE of IRON, &e. &e. 


undersigned supply 
im bottles, Soz., 28.; 1602., 38. @d.; 200z., 4s. 
48. each. A liberal discount on quantities.—|}KRIAH ‘DRE 
Export: Blackman-street, Borough, 


= 
confided 
formula, 
: 
proved at the Hospital for Consumption, Brompton, London, to be the 
nearest approach to a specific yet found for this fatal disease. The pulse is 
thereby unmistakablyimproved. See “ Roya! Med.-Chir. Society's Transactions,” or ex- 
vol. 42, for 1859; Tae Lancet, July 9, 1859; Aug. 1, ; 
London, Sold in 2s, Od., and 9. bottles, by all ‘everywhere. | 


